April 5, 190 LB 960, 1059

wi t hdraw t he anmendnent .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. It is wthdrawn.
CLERK: The second anendnent as well, Senator?
SENATOR LAMB: Yeah, the second, too.

SPEAKER BARRETT: It is withdrawn.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Wthemwould nove to return the
bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  The Chair recogni ses Senator Wthem

SENATOR W THEM Yes, M. Speaker, and nenbers of the body I

filed the nmotion just. . wasn't planning to do so. | would have
supported, happily supported Senator Lanb's first amendnent that

he filed yesterday had we gmto it. | think maybe he makes a

good point in needing toinclude people, sone additional peopl e,
and | woul d have been happy to have done that. unfortun."tely,
we didn' t. We have the bill before us. The reason | did file
the nmotion was just...| said that every tine that we have tal ked
about school restructuring, | made it very clear on the floor
that it has absolutely nothing to do with consolidation of

schools. ) That is not what restructuringis about.
Restructuring is the concept of |ooking at the gy kids | earn

and the way in which we teach kids,ang trying to find better
ways of educating young people. wvay, wa{ V‘ag too nuch of what
we do in this body including, including LB 1059 deals ith the
external issues of where does the nmoney cone from and how big
shoul d school s be, and all of those other kind of issues. And
as a Legislature, we very rarelyget into the issues of what
constitutes good teaching, what constitutes good | earni n%. The
15-minute time blocks in which we place nost of the school day
the best way to educate kids or canwe do a better job  of
spending a day on the science project and another day on anot her
project? We ‘aren’'t doing a very good job in this country of
actual ly educating kids and most of” our public policy Q{epates
really don't center on how can children be better educat eg,

that is what this bill deals with. Frankly. | don't antici pg?g
a bill comng out of this. | don't seé us coming back to the

Legi slature saying this is how we are going to change educati on.
Restructuring really is a bottomup approach, putting the
emphasis back on |ocal schools, and getting those people, the
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