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SENATOR NcFARLAND: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. | appreciate
Senator Warner's attenpts here to amend the resolution and |
don't think it's necessary. | pP| eciate the perception, maybe,
by sonme of the menbers who voted for the pj|| that they were
voting for more than just ConAgra. | see that that anendnent
that Senator Warner jntroduced attenpts to i nclude all
businesses in it. But | also appreciate Senator \Warner when he
voted on LB 775 and voting against it. | think it was a vote of
under st andi ng and nmade a statenent about the type of policy e
were enacting. Nevertheless, | really think we' re deceiving
ourselves if we' retrying to say that 775 was not enacted at the
behest of and under the direction of ConAgra. There are
stories, and I'm sure they' re substantially true, about
ConAgra's | awyers being down in the Revenue committee offices,
all during 1987, drafting |anguage, suggesting language,
proposi ng | anguage, anmendnents and what have you to [B 775
itsel f. As a matter of fact, here recent when sonmeone told
that Senator Johnson, who was head of the Revenue comittee at
that time, in fact, said that...said to sone of the lawers in
exasperation, he said to the ConAgra |awyers, tell me what you
want and we' |l put it in the bill. d Itthey did, | mean, you
take a | ook at the specific provisions o bi || i ncl udl ng
the provisions to give tax credits for corporate jets, that
whole bill was structured and could npnot have been nore
customized in its drafting than for ConAgra itself. Therewas
anot her joke about ConAgra's |awyers that soneone told

they were around the Revenue Committeeoffices so nuch and tah
standard joke was that not only do the

wear bel t]s too. These fel Yows wer{= d‘(’)vv?/f?rthgpgwarrglcli%sto g%e
every econonic break they could in that bill to ConAgra,

every penny of concession out of the Legislature that they coufd
and that's what they were hired and trained o do and that's
what they were paid very well to do on behalf of ConAgra. ggme
of the newspaper accounts of that time period have been
circulated already and al | anyone has todois .go read the
newspaper accounts during that 1987 |egislative session and iphe
Conway amendment that was added and ConAgra then threatened ?

| eave the state if the amendnent was not withdrawn. Andso we
came marching in and the majority of this pody voted. to
wi thdraw...to strike the Conway anmendnent, and all the threats
and intimdation that was going on, it was clear what that bill
was designed to do. So | don't think the amendnents that
Senator ~ Warner proposes really are gomg to change that
perception or that...or that readlity tha was specifically

enacted for OonAgra. And | don't plan to vote for the
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