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impact of abortion on wonmen and write a report g the public.
In January, 1989, Dr. Koop wote Reagan that it was inpossible
to reach clear judgnents on the subject because {ne scientific
evi denc_e was i nconcl usive. But the Weese Subconmittee said that
transcripts of 27 confidential peetij ngs between Dr. Koop and
pro-choice and anti-abortion advocates subpoenaed by t he
Subconmittee showed that Dr. Koop had stated on several
occasions that legal abortion was safer than pregnancy and
childbirth and poses no public health risks to wonmen's nmental or
physical health. Furt her, the Subconmittee said, Dr. Koop
reviewed research on the medical impact of abortion that
confirnmed its safety in a draft report which was never issued,
concl uded that 'abortion does not pose a physical risk to the

not her' . " And | will conplete it later but there was a reason
that | wanted that read. Whenever a subject becomes so
all-consunming that it will cause a person to forget what he or

she learned through formal education, t hrough scientific
training, through scientific living in order that these things
can be subjugated to an opinion which is not supported by the
facts. Dr. Koop was intellectually dishonest. (@ her peopl e may
genuinely believe what he said he believed. Theyare not
di shonest, they are uninfornmed, they gre m sinforned. Thos e
with informationand know edge have an obligation if they speak
at all to speak the truth. C. Everett Koop did not have the
luxury of an ordinary citizen to simply remain silent. Based on
the Job he accepted, the responsibilities that go along with
bei ng the Surgeon General of the United States inpoSe on him

obligation to present this information honestly and directly.
Remenber this, the comments about the gsafety of abortion, a
opposed to the dangers of pregnancy and childbirth were adm’ttea
by Dr. Koop, himself, to those who are pro-abortion, those who
are opposed to abortion. But when he made public comments he
did not tell the truth. wat could lead a man to say that he
hol ds a position because of a noral principle? \Whatcould cause

such a man...
SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...to commit the inmoral act of |ying which
woul d be designed to nislead the public'? The Surgeon General is
concerned about the health of the citizens. gyen if the facts
arrive at a conclusion that he disagrees wth, Ei S ouigation s
totell the truth. Even this guy, wiliam Bennett, who is
addicted to nicotine to such an extent that several attenpts to
have professional help to get over the habit has not allowed him
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