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c onsequence of 8 54 . I think we have to have faith in these
people that they have sat down and thought about the pros and
the cons of the decision that they' re about to make and not say„
as a government, we know you' ve thought about this l ong a n d
hard, but we want you to sit down and think about it just one
more time. And, if the intent of 854 was simply for
information, it wouldn't bother me quite so much. Bu t I kn ow
what the intent of 854 is, it's just simply another hurdle. We
insist on putting these hurdles up in front of these people in
these stressful situations. We don't trust your d ecis i on , we
want you to think about it again. Simply to delay, simply to
put, as I said, another hurdle in these folks' decision. I
guess, if I really thought 854 would do any good, maybe I c ou l d
support it. I know I'd have a lot of m y co nstituents that
wouldn't agree; that say the government shouldn't be in this
issue at all; that it's strictly a moral choice, and tha t wom en
are very capable of making these moral decisions. B ut th e w a y
things have gone and the way other i ssues ha v e gon e i n t h i s
debate, other comments that have been made,comments that have
been made to me as I spoke of the letters I' ve received from the
dis t r i c t , I re a l i ze i t ' s si mp l y n o t a con c e rn t o have i n f o r m ed
information given to these women. T h e concern is simply to
prohibit and delay and do anything, anything possible to prevent
abort i o n s . And I wan t te do anything possible t o p r e v e n t
u nwanted p r e g n anc i e s and I'm willing to back it up with money
and funding, but I simply don't get the feeling that some o f
my...

SENATOR WITHEN: One minute.

SENATOR NORRISSEY: ...colleagues and constituents are willing
to do that. And I.. ..The whole issue boils down to what I read,
that former Surgeon General Koop said , we ' r e nev er go i n g to
change e a c h ot h er ' s minds, we' re never going to change each
o ther ' s h e a r t s; we need to put all this energy, all the effort
that is being put into this divisive debate now into preventing
the unwanted pregnancies, for that's the only way you' ll reduce
the number of abortions. And I t ot al l y agr e e wi t h h i m. Thank

SENATOR WITHEN: Thank you, Senator Norrissey. Senator S c h i mek .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Yes, Nr. President and members of the body, I
rise to support the bracket motion and I'm going to speak about
why I'm supporting the bracket motion and not ab o u t t h e b i l l

you.
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