April 4, 1990 LB 854

SENATOR LABEDZ: Cal |l the question.

PRESIDENT: Question has been called. po|see.. ..Senator
Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  (Reply i naudi bl e. )

PRESIDENT: There have been two on one gjde on the
other. I believe we' Il let it proceedallttle blt further.
Senator Bernard-Stevens, please.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: "1l yield my time to Senator
Chambers.

PRESI DENT: Senator Chanbers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senator Bernard-Stevens.
Nr. Chairman and nenbers of the Legislature, genator NcFarland
finally got into the bill itself, andhe gave a pretty accurate
accounting of what the bill says in terms of the new material.
But before | get into that and consider it, | want to read
sonething that's already in this bill. Andwhenit wasenacted,
it was designed to be restrictive as far as a wonman obtai ni ng an
abortion by defining informed consent in gych a way that it
woul d pl ace a burden onher ability to make a choice. ggthis
would be on page 3, starting with line 11. And this is current
| aw. Speaking of informed consent, inforned consent shall nean
a witten statement voluntarily entered into by the person
whom an abortion is to be perforned whereby she specifié)acmy
consents to such abortion. sych consent 'hhall be deemed to be
an informed consent only if it affirmatively appears in the
witten statement that the person upon whomthe abortion ;g ¢q
be performed has been advised, and then it gives several
subsecti ons. And in subsection (e), or subparagraph(e), it
says, that there are agencies and services available for
prevention of future unintended pregnancies. Now that relates
to contraception. But we' ve had anendments offered to other
bills that are designed to provide counseling and instruction to
young people and others in need of it, which would specifically
say that nothing could be mentionedwith reference to
contraception. Yet we have here.  or birth control of any ki nd.
We have here in an existing statute, which is designed to be
restrictive on abortion, the requirement that in the consent
formthe woman be told that there are services and agencies
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