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the reasons. If | would have been on 854's gjde, I would be
arguing the same thing. WlIl, |ook what they did, |ook what
we're having to fight. They' re street fighting, "weneedto  get
in there and fight, too. | understand that and | don't condemn
them for that. That is exactly what | would do, | suspect, in
their positions, though | would also suspect that | held a
deeper, and that's not correct to say | hold a deep feeling
towards the Constitution of the right, at |east, of people to
have a fair say. And | firmy believe, |adies and gent | emen,
there's a Senator Schmit term | firmy bel'eve that if | have a
bill in the future or at any tinme that is very enotional, | wll
never, and |I' ve learned this very truthfully this year, | would
never try to cease debate. | could be filibustered to death on
the other side, and that is the system The system does work
it works for the minority, it works for the majo¥|ty. Of course.
when sonebody says, wait a minute, Senator PBernard-Stevens, we
are the majority and it certainly hasn't worked for us this
year, | always want to renmind them when we go back to | ast year,
LB 769, twice the system worked. Fi libuster occurred,
suspension of the rules came up, we voted whether or not to
suspend the rules to cease debate and the votes yeren't there.
Not once, twice the votes of the body weren't there. e can
gi ve what ever excuses we want why the votes weren't there. But
we in the body knew the votes were coning,we knew when they
were going to be, and the votes that were gy posedly there were

not . IT they would have been there the sysiem would have
worked. But the point was they were not, and that was | ast
year . This year instead of letting the systemwrk to where we
get to a suspension notion and hoping that the votes were there,
this year we're not going to take a chance on t hat, say those
that were supporting the bill. This year we're going to suspend
the rules all the way across,ng debate, no amendnents, on an

issue that.so bitterly divides this state,

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: .. .that we are going to have no debate
what soever. | cannot think of anything as anti-denocratic -as
that, and you can put whatever face you want on it. I can think

of nothing as anti our ﬂri nci pl es that we have fought and died
for than that. This is the body where we fought and ¢ignt for
the ideas to be exchanged, and these are heavy ideas and
enptional, and we can expect no |l ess fromthe outcone. There is
going to be a lot of discussions this evening, gpd] hope people
wi Il use the opportunity when they see fit, because inhere will
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