April 4, 1990

I will just give up the effort. When the public sees us as a
Legi slature continuing to pass bills into | aw sayi ng each tine
that we are addressing a problem yet after that law takes
effect, the problemis aggravated, it begl ns to appear either

that we don't know what we are doi ng, that don't care V\hat we
are doing, or that the problens cannot pe sol ved. a
m stake to let the public devel op the noti on that these probl ens
cannot be solved or even properly addressed. | hear fr om

people, as | amsure all of us do when we have discussions about

the drug problem that nothing at all can be done; that judges
are bl eeding hearts, prosecutors do too much pI ea bargal ni ng,
and the sentences that people are handed down are not long
enough. That could be said about any i ssue which has a high
profile before the public, but if we would | ook at the whole
area of crimnalising conduct, attachi ng puni shnents to that

conduct, and then seei ng whet her or not that, i ndeed addresses

a problem we could have a nore s?/stematlc orderly, I ogi cal

process of legislating. It is not y in the grea crimes
that the problems that | amtalking about energe, but that 1s
the area | am concerned about because when 5 criminal | aw is
enforced, it is always enforced with a vengeance on those whom a
soci ety deerms to be unpopul ar or undesirable. sothey have the
| aw br OUght agal nst them not because of what the did, but

because of ~wlo they are what they are, or what they are
perceived to be. I nthat instance, enforcermnt of the law
becomes an excuse or a facade behind which injustice can be
wr eaked on peopl e who are deemed not to be popular. people who
suffer these things are not unaware of comments nade about how
the law should be.. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: .. .enforced. |f we, who have the brunt of
t hese things done to wus, canreadin the newspapers, see on
television all the stories and the statements nade about  equal
justice, and yet the justice applied to us is not equal, is not,
even justice, then a bitterness (evel ops toward the system
toward those who manage the system The police are not deened
to be people whose job it is to enforce the law in order that
there m ght be order, but rather occupyingforces there to
enforce their will and the will of a suppose ruling class on
those people who are to be kept suppressed. g4 this is one Of
the reasons why all of these bills should back
General File so that they can be discussed ang arrended as they
should have been,.
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