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whil e under oath in one of these special investigating conmittee

heari ngs. Now Senator Schmit is bringing us another amendnent
that covers more than testinmony under oath as a Class |
n sdeneanor . But under his just announced statenent, it seens
that also testinmony given wunder oath is as well a Class |
m sdeneanor . And 1 'd have to scratch ny head on that one. |
seens to ne as a prosecutor You could choose to go with
Class Il felony if they're in the opposite political” party ang
you could go with a Class | m sdenmeanor under this false
reporting if they' reof your own political party. I'mnot so

sure those two shoul dn't be” harnonized, don"t you™ ;pink? It
just seenms to me that if you' re going to create this EI nd of a

wrinkl e we ought to be tal king out of the sanme side of our nouth

when it cones time to give a penalty, ought to be having about

the same |evel of responsibility here. |t ought not to be one

| evel of punishn’ent i f you lie to the conmittee under perjury
but a different |evel of penalty if you lie because you' Te
giving a fal se statenent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR LANDI S: . ..under oath that because of 5 (hoice of a
prosecutor becomes a m sdemeanor. | just scratch ny head and

we're all  reacting pretty quickly here because we're just
getting this thing delivered to our table, but off the top o* ny
head 1'd say that we ought to harnponize these things a little
better than what they are right now.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chairman, I'mlr oking at the |anguage and
I"mgoing to tell you why | have a problemwith it. Tome there
is agreat difference between a conmttee sjtting as a conmittee

and individual senators Who ppke up that committee. Wwe'r
tal ki ng about raking |anguage a crine, things that people spea?(

acrime. W don't say that aperson has to be under o5ih. A
person could be talking to the senator. The senator could
conclude that it's for the purpose of inpeding, of i nstigating
or impeding an investigation by the committee. \when you have a

formal setting of a comittee hearing, and ou requjre the
t aki ng of an oath, you havea set gf circurr%s/tancesqwheret e

seriousness and gravity of the situation is brought honme to thcja
y

individual speaking. It's not |ike a situation where sonebo
mght runinto a senator in a corridor of the capitol building
or at a restaurant or on the street. Senatorsare not |aw
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