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the use of themor we'd like to try and put an end to that if at
all possible. And to do that we'e suggesting that there be a
waiting period, that there be a check on these individuals; a,nd
that certainly the other side of the argunment is that we don
want felons and we don't want nmentally ill individuals dangerous
to thensel ves and others in possession of pandguns, think
that's the argument that the opposition to this bil"® have that
they seemto be suggesting that it's okay and not a problem .4
not make people wait. |f they're in a heat of passion wanting
to hurt sonebody with a gun, want a gun i mediately, they don't
seemto worryabout that situation, have nothing to propose in
that area or if sonebody's a felon or is nentally deranged

ought not to be checked to make su .e that theyare capable aryd
fit to handle the purchase of a gun. And so | think the other
side of the coin, Senator Hefner, doesn't nake any sense to me

that you woul d take that position or any other individual. I'm
not picking on you.  And so it g’ust seens | ogical and mekes
sense to me to pursue this issue, buf the votes were .45t there
before and | don't anticipate they' Il be here today. But| do
hopeintirrewewill recogni ze the validity of this jgssye that
overwhelmingly 3hty some percent of Nebraskans support this,
and | hope we could in tinme, not this year but maybe sone year,

be able to pursue this jssue and see that sor’rethi ng is done

about this problem W¢th that | give the o
Senator Chambers if he wants it or | guess %e s up neX<t som? Il

just end on that.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Chanbers followed py
Senator Ashford.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and menbers of the Legislature,
Senat or Hefner made the kind of comments that you run up agai nst
on the part of opponents to legislation gychas this. There's
no way you can conpare a rope to what a pistol does or gasoline.
Those things have entirely different purposes, and ' m sure if |
was angry at Senator Hefner, angry enough to do something to him
and I'm over here and he's over there, he'd rather that T have a
pi ece of rope in ny hand than a pi stol . We all know t he obvi ous
di fference between these types of items, znd when those kinds of
argunents of the sort Senator Hefner gave are the best that they
can muster, it denonstrates that either they' re not prepared to
deal with the facts or they don't know what the facts are.
There have not been, Senator Hefner, a honicide a day in Omha.
There were fifty sonet hi ng in the whol e state | ast year, the
whol e year . So when those kind of exaggerations are made, it
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