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the murder rate by more than 50 percent. Youwould cut the
nunber of accidents, gaccidental shootings, purportedly
acci dental shootings, by nmore than 50 percent . And if that
occurred, then it would be a situation where,gn it you took
away all guns then you woul dn't have any accidental shooti ngs,
none what soever. | was thinking about those between strangers,
but you wouldn't have any. So that in itself would be an
argument in favor of taking all firearms. Byt that is never
going to happen. You can |ook at a different argunent which g
not given by anybody and tnat is the argument that a felon
shoul d not autommtically be prohibited from owning a firearm
Even if a person has been convicted of a felony, il‘g sonmebody has
been convicted of a felony involving a violent crime, that
person still is entitled to exercise the right of self-defense.
Since the use of guns and defending one's self or others is
considered a right protected by the Constitution and regog(r:]ized
e

by the | aws and the courts, then a felon should not eni ed
the use of any |legal means to defend hinself or herself. ggihe
ki nds of argunents that are given throughout the (iscussion of
the i ssue of firearmregulation are not well thought out. They
are enotional, they skimthe surface, and they don't get to the
real problems. Now there are ﬁeople in this Legislature and
e country who would | ook at a

Probabl e/ Legi sl atures throughout t
ellow [ike Oiver North and say, oh, Qlie certainly ought to
have the right to own a firearmor two, short guns, pistols. |
read this norning where he and that other criminal have gone
into the bullet proof vest business and now theyare going to
makea living. And Ollie said he wears his bullet proof vest

all the time and theconfort is amazing. |t's |ight weight,

gives you the best protection imaginable. Soif you wear one of
his vests then you' re safe fromall those people toting the guns
that he feels ought to have the right to tote the guns. anpgthe

NRA |'m sure would say O lie should have the right to tote a
gun. So should G Gordon Liddy and all those Watergaters. gg
what they do is look at the individual who is the felon and ¢,

type of felony commtted and nake a determ nation that after al?
not all felons should be denied the right toownand use
firearns. Either all felons should not use themor ]| fel ons
shoul d be allowed to use them The pere fact that a person is a
felon is noindicationthat he or she is violent. ¢ they were
going to restrict the ownership of guns based on the conmm ssion
of a crimeto a crime that involved a firearm that is one

thing. Butto just say for public relations purposes that
anybody convicted of 3 felony should not be allowed to own a
pistol doesn't make sense at all if you' re going +to adopt the
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