April 3, 1990

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator NcFarland, please.

SENATOR McFARLAMD: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. | think you could
argue either way as you are voting on a procedural Issué or you
are voting on the abortion issue because the abortion issue
underlies it. Certainly, you could justify your vote either way
and not have it directly inpact on your views of abortion, but |
think that is the focused issue here, and it will be the focused

issue, | believe, for years afterward because | (ryly bpelijeve
that the abortion debate is a debate on one of the. 40 the most
important noral issue of our time. It is the nost inportant
noral issue since slavery. It is an issue that will not go
away, and whether we act +this year or next year or the year
after, at sone point, | amconfident that people gre going to

start saying, end this tragedy, enact limitations, allow persons
to consider what they are doing and realize what they are doing.
At first glance the notion of cho ce hasa certain superficial
appeal and we can debate that issue and the extrem sts on either
side can see it as a philosophical decision. And you can argue
on it philosophically, but | think sometimes weget lost andwe
don't hear the voices of the people who are directly inpacted by
it, and those are the voices of the wonen who have been through
the abortion process, who may be too ashamed or too intimdated
to come forth and speak tneir views about the wholk issue
because they see it froma realistic point of view because they
have been through it. And a nunber of them have contacted ne by
letter and by tel ephone call, andvisi ting with thempersonally,
and | am sure a nunber of you have received a number of the ggme
letters yourselves and may have been contacted. I would just
like to recite what one aborted woman has said regarding the
i ssue of choice and hope that you will consider it as wego
through this process. She said that contrary to the popula
slogan "Freedom of Choice" wonen who have experienced it know
that abortion is seldom jf ever, free choice. Indeed,
| egal i zed abortion has becone a tool for ¢he manipulation and
exploitation of wonen. Many of these women were forced to abort
by boy friends and husbands who begged and threatened themto
"do the sensible thing." Some were forced to abort by insistent
parents. Others were intimdated into abortion by physicians
who are afraid of malpractice suits or social workers seeking to
reduce the welfare roles. Still others felt forced to abort
because of the social prejudice against unwed not hers or because
of a social insistence that they handle ¢their problems alone.
But whatever the pressurethey faced, 31| of these wonen felt
backed into a corner and saw abortion as the only way out. Tpey
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