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h orrendously b ad so- c a l l e d antidrug bill that certainly ought
not be advanced in this fashion, in my opinion, and I will fight
that bill wherever it lights and there is an opportunity to
fight it. I don't deny that and I don't hide it. A nd a n o t h e r
thing, and, Senator Schmit, this is where you and I are going to
be just alike and we have been in the past. I am going to stand
and declare myself. You won't have to speculate about where I
am. I know where Senator Schmit is on the abortion question. I
know where others are but some are trying to play both sides of
the street. Some are trying to straddle the fence for whatever
reason. They ought to just declare that the issue i s t o o ho t
for them to take their position and hold it, but thi.s thing of
playing the game that, hey, I am for this bill but I am not for
the way you are doing it, or I a m a g a i ns t t h i s b i l l bu t I am f o r
what you are trying to do to be fair, nonsense. Senator Schmit,
you are going to h ear that comment you used before about the
starch, and I want to get it right, if you took all t he st ar ch
out of their backbone, you wouldn't have enough to stiffen a
shirt collar. Nnre or less correct, that is the way i t wen t ?
Right. And that is the way some people are on ~his issue. That
is the way it is. But there will come another time when they
will speak great swelling words of how they stood firm, b ut i f
you check the vote, you will see that is not the case at all.
It is a matter of principle with me and I have stated it. That
i s w h y t he ot her day I would not agree to anything called a
compromise because it was not a compromise. And s omebody
missta ted me, I f o r g e t w h er e I re ad i t , t h at I sai d I am wi l l i n g
to compromise on this issue, I didn't say that. A nd i f m y
conduct can be taken to be the kind of conduct of a person
engaged in a co mpromise, t hen I w i l l ag r e e , y e s , I h ave b e e n
compromising on t h i s b i l l . But the fact is it is a l m o s t an
unmentionable, even though it is the subject, that has directed
this session and it is going to continue to do so, and t h at i s
why I offered that priority motion which was to reconsider. Thei ssue h a s bee n discussed. It has been debated,and i t wi l l
continue to be debated until t hi s se ssi o n end s . Afte r t h e
session, there is a pos sibility that Congress may enact some
legislation because there ar e s ome Hou s e members wh o hav e
offered a b ill t hat would protect a woman's right to have an
abortion in disregard of what the Supreme Court may s ay . So
t here ar e ot h er battlefields where things c ould b e d o n e t ha t
w ould nu l l i f y an y t h i n g t h i s L e g i sl a t u r e d o e s anyway. Bu t a t
this juncture, people are trying to make statements and trying
to make points of one kind or another. I am going to make mine.
I expect you to make yours. If you want the right to make
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