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received thanking him for voting for certain bills, and he sa i d
you will never get a thank you letter from the unborn. So tha t
is what this vote is about, this is an abortion vote that we are
taking. Senator Landis knows it. Senator Bernard - Stevens knows
it. Senator Ashford knows it. All of us know it. What did you
say, Senator Hall? Senator Hall and I are still trying to bring
some apparlement onto the floor that he kind.. .oh, he has got
his light on. That is what this vote is all about and that is
why the strong opposition from me. Others are talking about the
system. Those concerns are valid but they are not the concerns
that I raise because I don't think what is being attempted here
is outside of what the rules allow. If it were outside the
rules, it would be r uled o u t of orde r . Nobody has even
challenged it because we know it is within the rules. Some may
not like it. It may rub the wrong way as far as their concept
of responsible legislating goes, but all that can be is a basis
for an argument. I t is not a basis for saying that the effort
is out of order. T hose of u s wh o ar e op po s e d t o i t , f o r
whatever reason, have to speak and try to persuade some of the
members not to m ake that mistake. Sena tor Labedz v e r y
skillfully procured the two additional votes s he needed t o h a v e
30. I have to do what I can to try to get one or two or more of
those votes to drop off. I f t h i s i s no t a v ote a r o un d t he
abortion issue, I would like somebody to convincingly argue that
point. This is not the first session when priority bills
remained on General File, w hoever ha s b een t h e S p e ake r . A nd I
think the present Chair was Speaker at one time. The Speaker
has annually told us that the last d ay t o ge t b i l l s o f f of
General File is today, whatever that day happens to be. There
would not be a motion made to pass all those bills over to
Select because us senators have priority bills. All t h e b i l l s
have merit. All of them are important. All of them ought to be
h eard, t h e r e f o r e , we routinely offer a motion to advance all the
priority bills. H umbug, that does not happen. I t has not
happened. There has never been an attempt to move these types
of bills to Select File on one vote. Even when Senator La b edz
says t h a t t her e have been two times when votes on one vote
several bills have moved, never has there been a situation where
these types of bills were moved on one vote, n ever . And i f sh e
had those examples, she would show them but they are not there.
So people cannot hide behind that and take solace from it, and
go back home and say we have done it before. Never has t h i s
b een done. Ne ve r h a s a n a b o r t i o n b il l be en adv a n c ed without
amendment or debate, and that is what a vote to do this will be
doing, and nobody ca n say that is not true. There i s a
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