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have not...I'm like Senator Schimek, I guess, in this regard. I
have not decided at this point how I will vote on the motion.
But I always enjoy listening to Senator Crosby. I think that in
the last couple of years, in times when we' re at ea c h ot h e r ' s
throats, Senator Crosby gets up an d s ay s , y o u k n o w, we are
adults and we should be able to sit down and r eason wi t h ea ch
other and not talk fiercely at each other, especially on issues
like abortion. And I take a great deal of solace i n w h a t sh e
says, because I think, if we had more people like Senator Crosby
speaking firmly in quiet tones,maybe we would get more things
done, and maybe we wouldn't be caught at the end of the session
with this kind of problem. Obviously abortion is an extremely
difficult issue, and it's a complex one. I t ' s interesting, I
was on a TV show the other night, and I wa s a s k ed , b y a c a l l e r ,
why c an ' t . . . wh y m u s t. . . or why c an ' t we hav e par en t al
notification for abortion when the question we' re all asked
about if a young girl cannot get her ears pierced withou t he r
parents' consent. And those are the kinds of questions that are
asked of all of us, I know. And, obviously, the abortion issue
is much, much more complex than that and involves constitutional
rights that are extremely difficult to identify, first o f al l .
And then once you identify those constitutional rights, try to
figure out where they go in the large scheme of c onstitutional
law as applied to day-to-day circumstances. And each pa r t i cu l a r
type of law or statute we deal with in the abortion question
creates a whole set of different constitutional questions, aside
from the moral questions and the other questions that ar e
raised. So it is an extremely complex issue, one that we, I'm
sure, will be debating for the next ten years. And I w i sh , I
guess in the four years I have been here, and I was telling this
to someone in the lobby the other day how the thing that has
been most disappointing to me is that we really, for one reason
or another, haven't had the kind of debate on those issues that
needs t o b e d o n e , n e ed s t o b e h a d . How far can we g o a s a
Legislature'? How far should we go? I remember when we started
debating parental notification it wasn't until three d ays i n t o
the debate that we even acknowledged that there was an ex i s t i n g
l aw on t h e b o o k s . I' ll never forget that. We kept passing the
law around and saying, here's the law, but we never debated it.
And, my goodness, that' s...we have a law on the books, there are
constitutional problems with it, let's talk about it, let's deal
with it rationally like rational human beings instead of j u st
saying in very generalistic, moralistic tones we' re going to do
this or not do this. I hope that in the next session, if we
have these abortion bills again, which I as s ume we w i l l , we can
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