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responsibilities and conduct thensel ves as productive (ijtisens.
There is no way that one student on theboard is going to
corrupt the systemor harmit in any way. But by giving them
direct access to the governmental body that will establish
policies according to which they may live, | think, would create
more interest not only in the stydent government but in the
operation of the institution itself. |'mnot one of those who
t hinks that because a person gets old that wi sdom gutomati cally
comes with  age. By the sane token, there are sonme peopl e who
are very young and yet we' ve all heard the expression “they're
wise beyond their years”". So I'min favor of granting to the
students this responsibility and it is g responsibility. Ve
should not always have themin the position of hearing us
lecture themand talk down to them gnthe one hand, sa that
the purpose of t he education systemis to teach them){o tqn nk
and be responsible adults. Then, for reasons of trying to ut
the state in a good Iight when we' re trying to draw busi nesges
here, we m ght boast about how capable the students are pecause
of the quality of education,and we want conpanies to accept
that and consider moving to Nebraska and staffin t heir
facilities with the young people produced by the egucational
sys_tems inthis st at_e. Rut if you woul d j udge at the
Legislature really thinks about these young peopie by the way we
treat them we would be telling these businesses, hey, this is
so much public relations, this is to get you here between
ou and nme, they are not qualified to do anything. They cannot
etrusted. When it comes to assumng responsibiYity, we
hesitate. We want themto do it, but we don't believe that
they' re able. | would r?gf)l aud any young person who is prepared
to go 1nto an assenblage of adults and advocate for the
positions and the interests of young people, knowing that in
many instances they nmmy stand alone. This is a crucible from
which can energe |eaders for tonorrow and the best way to |.5/n
a trade, if that's what it is, is to practice it. e |earn by
doing. |.awyers practice all the time because they never — aster
their subject. Doctors practice all i
reason. TE’IGSE abilities thapt peopl e devel OE)tht Ip)g'laitff)(r:stpgqaﬁng
constant practice, constant honing, and if you give a person g
genuine rel ationship between what he or she is learning in
school and an application of that which is learned in ihe real
world, there is automatically a greater interest in that whic
is to be learned. |If the gstudent representative has a te on
those i ssues which pertain to the students, there woch? Be an
opportunity to rally at the canmpus, discuss the issues
determ ne through very vigorous debate, and | woul d hope i vel y'
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