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with what their requests were and we didn't really go after them
and we gust don't tend to do that. So | think the negatives
that Senator Chanbers brings up concerning this | anguage are not
all that valid and | think it's valuable to leave it in the
Gonstitution. I'mgoing to vote to leave it in, but it' s. gg

i ndicated, if you don't think you want to give yourself in
future years the authority to set these types of restrictions on
serving on these boards, then you c¢ould vote to take the
language out.

PRESI DENT: Senat or M Farl and, pl ease. Senator McEarland.
Senator Morrissey.

SENATOR MORRI SSEY: Yes, M. President and nmenbers, |

am .. | agree with the intent that Senator Wthem has stated and
that's where I...what | believed all al ong, but | would like ¢g
relinquish rry time to Senator Chanbers. | appreciate hi masking

these questions.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thankyou. M. Chairnman and nenbers of the
Legislature, | want to say sonething for the y(ecord about the

refationship between the Constitution's |anguage and the power

of the Legislature. Senator Wthem the Le slature can do

anything that the Constitution does not prohi it fromdoi ng.

I f language i s put into the Constitution relatlve to the

Legislature's power, it is deened to be a limtation on that
power because the Constitution is.. does not, of itself, |im

us. W have a plenary grant, as the Ieglsl ative body of thls

state, to enact any and every law of gqy and every kind not

restricted by the Constitution. gg \M\;en we put | anguage into

the Constitution relative to the Legislature it alimtation

on what we can do. The Federal Constitution is based on grants

of power. Everything under the Constitution of the United
States is a graht of power fromthe Constitution to the federal

governnment. The State Constitution is not based on a grant of

power to the Legislature. |t's a linitation on our power. gq

what ever we' re not limted by the Constitution from doing, we
can do. Thi s | anguage woul d have to be construed to sérve the
Purpose of limting what the Legislature can do. W thout this

anguage, we can set yp districts fromwhich appointees will

come. We can set up requirements as to how many people from

each political party would have to be on the boar We have a
limitation only when the Constitution says that, g when we talk
about, in another place, that the initial appointees must

be...there must be no norethan three fromthe same political

12574



