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me, | think it overl y burdens a constitutional amendnment at

ti
this particular point and | would hope the body woul d not agree
to the MFarland anendnent. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Wthem please.

SENATOR WTHEM | could add absol utely nothing to what Senator
Bernard-Stevens said. Hi s comments echoed nine very. almost
identically and for that reason I'mgoing to be opposing the
McFarl and amendnent .

PRESI DENT: Senator MFarl and, please.

SENATOR McFARLAND:  Yeah, thank you. | think one of the things
,that gets lost in the confusion is whether this is going {4 pe
an appoi ntnent to the Board of Regents and the Board of Trustees
and | think this enphasizes or at least illustrates aproblem
with the bifurcated systemthat is being proposed jp thjis
anmendnment . When you say you're going to have a Board of ﬂegents
of higher education and then below that eachof the seven
Instituti On$ are gO| ng to haVe a Separ.ate .Boa.rd Of TrUStees
concerned with the governance of that institution and on those
boards of trustees you' re going to have a student member as
well, then | think a faculty nmember is appropriate too.
The...with the new system you' re not going to have a pggard of
Regent s gover ni n% the three uni versitﬁ_ canpuses, you' re going to
have a Board of Regents that governs higher education in general
and you're going to have seven separateBoards of Trustees.
Every nmenber is going to be appointed by the Governor except for
the student nenmber of the Board of Trustees, andthey would not

be a student regent.  They would be a student nenber of the
Board of Trustees. The idea of a faculty nenber of the Board of
Trustees, | don't think presents a conflict of interest anymore

than a student menber woul d because you have gstydent nenbers who
woul d, obviously, have conflicts because they would be voting on
what cl asses or what prograns may be offered in their particular
area of study, how the student fees are assessed, all kinds
of ...there would be a natural conflict with 5hy of t{hem. |
think the real focus is,and the question | have to ask nyself
i's, why do we need appointed boards of trustees jn general, |
guess. If you say that thestudents or the faculty shoul d not
be nenbers of the board of trustees for the governance function,
why don't we just have one Board of Regents for ga|| of higher
education =~ amd they be in  charge of both adm nistration and
coordi nation and have a president from each of the separate
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