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please.

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, thankyou. Nr, Speaker, members, Senator
Byars, Senator Lindsay and | have, a|| three of us have wor ked
quite hard on the issue of dealing wth this |awsuit problemin
home health aides and their ability to practice the sort of work
that they have been doing for many years, put now have come
under scrutiny by the Health Departnent. This anmendnent is
LB 688 as it sits on Final Reading and sat there for quite gome
time on Friday and the fear that we have is that the el ements of
the bill are vital, apsolutely vital, tnat we nust pass the
I egislation and we nust have this'take effect this year 5 e
have any number of |awsuits and disruption in our mental
retardation systemas well as other types of facilities that are

affected by these provisions. So all you, if you need to, if
you | ook at LB 688, and I' Il give You sone background on it, but
that is the essence of the bill. 1t provi des for a one- year

provision until July 1 of 1991, a hold harm ess provision with
training requirements for these individuals for this routine
heal th care maintenance procedure so that they wouldn't have ;4
meet the stringent licensure that they had in the past. gjmp|

woul d ask your adoption of the anendment and | gppreciate both
Senator Lindsay and Senator Byars' cooperation on this. lot

of time and effort has gone into this conpronm se and we need 4
see that it gets done this session.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Di scussion? Any di scussion on the Vésely
et al. amendment ? Anything further, senator Wesely? The
guestion is the...excuse nme, Senator Beck.

SENATOR BECK: | just have a question for Senator Wsely, if |
could.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATORBECK: When we were working with...as the bill ent
along and noved al ong, Senator Wsely, there were concerns from
some of the nursing personnel and, you know, the bill p35 kind

of been up and down and around now, andit shows up again, gnd.|
think that there is definitely a need, but | want to know if

their concerns are al | ayed._ The nursin_g prpfession was
concerned about the bill and if you could just kind of give ne

the background on that, or that | would know that their concerns
are putto rest.
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