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coordinate together and come up with a policy that we can then
nove forward on and address the issues involved wth housing?
Now, the problem the reason that we have such a peed for th
state to be involved, besides the fact that we have di sengageg
fromit, is that the federal governnent has really dropped the
ball on the housing i ssue. The federal governnent once was
quite active and really did, over the eighties, dimnish its
“ole at least in terms of need, and we saw the federal
governnent ‘not quite as concerned about the housing issue noving
ack fromit as apriority. So when the federal governnent
moved back and the state moved back, weended upwith a
situation that calls for tremendous initiative by the giate to
begin to at |east address and |ook at the issue once again.
Beyond that, | don't know what policies gr programs, or what
actions we want to take, but certainly we want to develop a
bl ueprint, a s_trateg(}/, a plan, something in order for us to know
where we' re going and why we're going there. as for the cost of

acconplishing that goal, | put into the ADbill the money
requested by the Policy Research Office. Tpe Policy Research
O fice wanted $120, 000 over two years. Frankly, | didn't want
to go with that figure. | felt that half that amount woul d be

adequate, that if, in fact, they are doing their ok already
if they' re already having staff work on housing, unich they tell
me they are, then they probably could get by wth $60,%00 to
bring in a consultant to work with them Now here | want to
begin to address the housing issue is inportant, 5n4 $60.000, or
if yO'U want ed to keep it at 120,000, what ever ou feel lyou '\Nant
to sp’end onit, we can discuss that on the A bill. But we' re
talking about, | can't renmenber now how nuch Senator Haber man
got for his study on soci al _services, | know there is 75,000 ;j
to study the retardationsystem, $100,000 to study the
retirement system We...| think when you talk about the housi ng
problem to si)end some nmoney on it, to try and work together an

to bring people to a point at which they can agree on a strategy
in housing, it nmakes sense. W' ve got problems in Norfolk  and
Lexi ngton where recent opening of new plants has |ed to problens
in getting housing for individuals. T hose two towns, in
particular, are crying out for assistance and help in trying ',
address their problens, put that's just the nost visible

probl enms that we have. We have problens in the urban areas, ;,
Lincoln and Omaha, with people with inadequate 'housing or |ack
of access to housing or the mor e seri ous problem qof
affordability of housing. But you have that problemin the

rural areas, the small towns where you have a housing stock.
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