April 2, 1990 LB 1113

Schi nek, on the More anendnent.

SENATOR SCHI MEK: Yes, M. President, nprbers of the body. |
had my light on to speak on 'the bill and I will put my 1ight
back on. | have asked Senator Wsely if he would not [iké to
use this time to respond to Senator Mbore. So I' Il yield g

Senator Wesely.
PRESI DENT: Okay, Senator \Wsely, please.
SENATOR WESELY: Thank you very nuch,Senacor Schinmek. veg |

woul d rise in opposition to deleting Section 37. |'vetalked to
Senator Mbore a little bit about this, and | understand what
he's trying to do. Let me suggest a couple of things. g;

. . . rst
off, is there any conmtnent to do a housing study by the Pol icy
Research O fice and by the administration? He says that all
this is going to be done anyway. and in estimation, |' ve not
heard yet one conmmitnent whatsoever that there is going to be an
attenpt to bring together the different policy needs of the
st at eb Ai(nd so | just ask, when Senator More gets his chance to
come back up again, what are the plans over there? . lat are
they going to do'? Wiat is the gtrategy in the %ollcyv\ﬁesearch
(fice to address the issue of housing, because 4t this point
all 1~ know is they get together and have a coordinating
conm ttee that sits over coffee or sonething and talks about
things, and that is great, but we need some action. \e need
sone effort to try and address the housi ng issue. |s that going
to happen or not with or without the bill* My point is | don't
t hi nk that It_Wlll, andl think it shoul d. 1 think housingisa
very, very inportant issue. \W did the study |ast year and you
got copies of it back in the fall. \wat we found is essentially
this, we really abandoned housing as a state issue back at. ..and
I'mnot going to blame Governor r for this, 'yt started with
Governor Kerrey when we dropped sone initiatives in t%e conom ¢
Devel opment Departnent, and we cut back in the Policy Research
Ofice, and we sinply, where we in the seventies nad had some
initiatives, found that those were all dropped and forgotten,
and we saw a rise in concern for housing. The homeless issue
has cone of age, and yet this state has not responded in the way
that it ought to be. W have no artie ulated housing policy in
this state. We have no housing policy. And | think it woul d be
nost appropriate for us to do that. W started down t he road
and | applaud the Governor for having brought together different
state agencies to work on this. But what will it acconplish?
WlatWIII\Negalnbylt, if therels, in fact, no effort to
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