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got involved. But, Senator Dierks, if you want to find a
statesperson, just 100k at me, you found one. Now, these
judgrments as to what constitutes pejn a statesperson are
subj ective. You have a very strong, noral, ethical or religious
belief as to when |ife begins. If you look at it froma
scientific basis there can pe devel opnental stages at which
scientists will disagree as to when what we're talking about Is
considered a full-fledged human being. vyes there are those who
differ. Now, | know there are scientists who will not say that

a zygote is a human being. \wen people were not as wise as they
are now i n the ways of science, because they could not study and

they had to speculate, they thought in tne spermwas a little

man, a honunculus, and that that little man was what. was
transferred to the woman and that developed ultimately into a
person, and that's what they actually believed, 5hq | bpelijeve

Thomas Aqui nas was one of the strong believers in that concept.
What had happened is they saw an effect and they had to
postulate the —cause. Not having the wherewithal to determ ne
the cause, they used their mnd to the best of their ability and
said, if | have existing activity (b), it could only exist if it
was caused by cause (a). | don't know whatcause (a) s so |
will use logic and | ook at the nature of the effect and nove
from that effe_Ct tO_What the cause m.st h ve . been.
Unfortunately, his |ogic seemed flaw ess but his conclusion was
wrong. Thomas AqUI nas al so believed in spontaneous generation
that Iife justspranginto being. They didn't know that flies
llay eggs that hatched into maggots. They just knew that at one

time there was nothing there but utrid meat or some other
substance, then at some point life was there, living things. gq

t hey devel oped a theory of spontaneous generation. That was
wrong as we know now, based again on ignorance of how things
occur, and this we cannot prove one way or the gther. Thomas
Aqui nas and the church itself believed that a femal e was given a
soul at a later stage of development than a male. \yhowould
point to Thomas Aquinas and say he was not g };.Jrofound
phi | osopher, he was not a deep thinker, he was not a holy nman,
because they nade hima saint, but he was wong. According  to
t he teachings of t he church today, Thomas Aquinaswas wrong.
And if sonebody were to stand up and proclaimgas orthodox
Catholic doctrine that a female child receives a soul at a later
point in devel opment than a nale, then they would be told that
they' re conpletely out of line and they are incorrect. ggthere
have al ways been differing theories and beliefs about what goes
into the making of a human being or even how a human being
develops. Wth all the talk of chrompsones and genes gznq DNA
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