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can notify, if we pass the anendnment, g grandparent or an aunt

or uncle. It gives to that minor childmore options than she
had under the existing law. So but if, on the other phand, the
law, the M nnesota |aw is declared to be unconstitutional, if

that alternative occurs in July, then what we pass t onight or
tomorrow is not going to makeany difference. The | aw we have

on the books is still going to be unconstitutional. Thelaw we
pass here s, if we do ass one,. is going to be
unconstitutional. So the way I look at this'is, wcan®™ t hurt
ourselves any by improving existing law. ¢ we had nothinag on
t he books in this area, | think it would be. 9

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR ASHFORD: ...valid to argue that, look it, we're gett ing
involved in legislation, we' re getting involved j | egi sl ation
in a new area that we have not been involved in bePore and ?et S
wait for the Suprenme Court to decide. |p fact, we have become
i nvol ved, so that's ny reasoning behind (gj ng what I'm doing
here with the Lindsay amendnent. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers. Yes, you have, genator
Chambers. Thank you. Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, nembers, Mr. Speaker
members of the body, | was going to ask Senator Hall a co p?e of
questions but | don't see Senator Hall here, 55| will go ahead
and ask Senator Chanbers if he'd be willing to yiel to. a
question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers, would you respond?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: | ' m afraid | didn't hear the question.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: | didn't —ask one, that's whyyou

didn't hear it, but |I was just asking if you ould. What . . .1
guess what |'mwondering is, is in this proposal that m ght sonme
day be before the body, that they may vote on, gne of the thjngs
that was included in there was an expansion of who coul d be
informed for this notification. |t would be expanded | think as
you know, from parent to grandparents, gaunts and uncles. One of
the things that has been relayed to me and |' ve heard quite
honestly a couple of opinions is that it was felt,gnd| know
t hese are nere Opl ni ons, | under st and t hat . It was felt that if
the body went with that, it would pe clearly unconstitutional
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