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approached the court hearing apprehensive and anxi ous. Tg these
mnors, as to most people, the judge was an all-powerful
authority figure. They knew he woul d make | egal and noral val ue
judgnments about them Being forced to go to court cgauses most
teenagers to feel ashamed, to feel as if they had done sonething
wWrong. Having to discuss their sexuality and abortion decision
with so many strangers adds only to the feelings of disgrace and
guilt. For many Mnnesota minors, the experience going to
court remains a troubling menory. pNot surprisingly, mnors in
M nnesota were enbarrassed to be at court. Wiile there, they
would  "try to become invisible" py staring at the floor or
standing facing the walls. They were afraid of being recogni sed
by classmates or sonmeone who knew their parents, upset and
offended because they had to answer questions about their
private lives. One teen explained, the thought of people who
didn't know, who |1 had never seen before, asking me questions
about ny personal life, wondering what | was, it was scary.
Anot her became extrenely upset during her trial testinony whén
she recal |l ed her experience at her bypass hearing several years

earlier. The court procedure was so nerve-racking for sone of
the young wonen that it made them physically ill. Some minor
vonmited in court, others canme back fromcourt winging wet Wlt?‘l

perspiration and it was necessary to give some of them a
sedative after they came back to the clinic. Nanyminors
dreaded the court procedure nore than the abortion itself. The
Director of the Guardian Ad Litem Program i n one M nnesota
county who supervised over a 1,000 teenagers coning to court for
a bypass hearing explained that, the teenagers g see in' the
guardian's office are very nervous, yery scared. Some of them
are terrified about court processes. Theyare often exhausted.
They are upset about the fact rhey have t0 explain very intimte
details of their personal |jyes to strangers. The federal
District Court in pMnnesota found, after trial, that the
experience of going to court for a j udicial authorisation
produces fear and tension jn pany minors. Minors are
apprehensive about the prospectof facing an authority figure
who holds in his...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: ... hands the power to veto their gecision to
proceed wi thout notifying one or both parents. Nany minors are
angry and resentful at being required to justify theiyr decision
before conplete strangers. Despite the confidentjality of the
proceedi ng, many mnors resent having to reveal intinmate details
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