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about which Senator Chanbers is concerned.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR SCHI MEK: . ..in too grave a danger. Thank you.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Norrissey.

SENATOR NORRISSEY: Thankyou, Nr. Speaker, and nenbers, trying
to understand sone of the argunents and some of the reli gi ous
i ssues that have been thrown at ne on this subject, | did a’lot
of reading. And one of the things that you g received was
fromthe Park Ridge Center jn Chicago. It has a very good
question and answer section on religious issues addressin
abortion. It asks, why is it important to watch out ?or
religious dimensions to the claims and appeals of these
advocates of the various positions? The answer to that, because
t he advocates thenselves do. |It's politically dangerous not to.
You have to hear the religious questions. These dimensions are
hard to understand and it is difficult to do themjustice if you
do not listen carefully to the argunents. Why can't we sinply
vote and settle the whole question? Because politics is a
conpronise or it's supposed to be a conpromise and on this |ing
of Issue sone people will be unconprom sing, yet no one is going
to win everything and some people are going to |ose much. ytes
will not settle issues of conscience or religious faith. tpe
abortion issue can never be settled by voting. |t can only be
regulated.  All sides have agreed on that. Wiat i's the
religious issue? Wiat is a religiousjssue?  Religion
represents the deepest nost durable beliefs about reality, gpout
God and the sacred, universe, human nature, life, suffering and
death that people can hold. Nonreligious people hold deep and
durabl e beliefs, too, but the convictions of people of faith are
distinctive in t heir nature and their source. They are shaped
by belief in the sacred and have their origins in various forms
of self-disclosure of the sacred, that being human hearts and
mnds or in and through history gand experience or nature or
scripture. Because of their divine origin, theyare held to be
true. An issue is said to be religious then when religious
convict: ons are integrally associated with it, zt |east fromthe
perspective of t hose who believe. Are religious issues really
religious issues? Some people can use religion in various ways
and for a variety of purposes, to fire up the enotions, gyaln
authority, affirmtheir beliefs, build loyalties. \wetendto be
suspi ci ous of religious appeals in politics but it V\A?| be very
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