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about which Senator Chambers is concerned.
. .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: ...in too grave a danger. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r N o r r i s s e y .

SENATOR NORRISSEY: T h ank y ou , Nr . S pe a ke r , and members, trying
to understand some of the arguments and some of the religious
issues that have been thrown at me on this subject, I did a lot
of reading. And one of the things that you all re c ei v e d wa s
from the Park Ridge Center in Chicago. It has a very good
question and answer section on re l i g i o us i ssu e s addressing
a bortion. It asks, why is it important to watch out for
religious dimensions to the claims and appeals of t h e se
advocates of the various positions? The answer t o t h a t , b ec a u s e
the advocates themselves do. It's politically dangerous not to.
You have to hear the religious questions. These dimensions a r e
hard to understand and it is difficult to do them justice if you
do not listen carefully to the arguments. Why can't we simply
vote and settle the whole question? Because politics is a
compromise or it's supposed to be a compromise and on this kind
of issue some people will be uncompromising, yet no one is going
to win everything and some people are going to lose much. Votes
will not settle issues of conscience or religious faith. The
abortion issue can never be settled by voting. I t ca n on l y be
r egula t ed . Al l si de s have agreed on that. What is the
religious issue? What is a r eligious issue? R elig i o n
represents the deepest most durable beliefs about reality, about
God and the sacred, universe, human nature, life, s uffe r i n g a n d
death that people can hold. Nonrel i g i o u s p e op l e h o l d d eep and
durable beliefs, too, but the convictions of people of faith are
distinctive in their nature and their source. They are s h aped
by belief in the sacred and have their origins in various forms
of self-disclosure of the sacred, that being human hearts and
minds or in and through history and e x p e r i e nce or nat u r e or
scripture. B ecause of their divine origin, they are held to be
true. An issue is said to be religious then when r el i g i o u s
convict: ons are integrally associated with it, at least from the
perspective of those who believe. Are religious issues really
religious issues? Some people can use r el i g i o n i n v ar i o u s ways
and for a v ariety of purposes, to fire up the emotions, gain
authority, affirm their beliefs, build loyalties. W e tend t o b e
suspicious of religious appeals in politics but it will be very
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