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takes a judicial agenda in sone courts, g | egi sl ative agenda in
other states. Part of that agenda has been the public rélations
agenda. Per haps you' ve seen or heard of "The SilentScreani,
which is a very powerful and very effective motion picture
that's  been played in a nunber of |ocations in which the
advocates and individuals in the filmclaimthat there is, in
the uterus, a silent scream by the fetus when faced with the
prospect of abortion but that is unheard, gnd it's up to all of
us to hear that. Just as there are jnaccuracies and
difficulties with the information in a jde variety of ot her
areas, so too is there a nunber of m stakes in that front, that
sort of mind-setting informational public relations front. For
exanpl e, among the things which are commonly claimed by
opponents of abortion and adherence to the position gf
restri ction, like LB 769, is that a 12-week fetus experiences
pain. That's certainly one of the teachings of the "The gjent
Screant, in fact, at this stage the brain and nervous system are
in such an early stage of devel opment there is no sensation of
pain. The American College of Qbstetricians gnd Gynecol ogi sts
state, we know of no legitimte scientific information that
supports the statement that a fetus experiences pain ggy in
pregnancy. We do knowthat the cerebellum attains itgfin |
configuration in the seventh nonth, znd that myel ini zation, or
that's the covering of the spinal cord, andthe brain begins
between the 20th and 40th weeks of pregnancy. Tpese as well as
ot her neurol ogi cal devel opments, would have to be in pl ace for

the fetus to perceive pain. To feel pain a fetus needs
neuro-transmitted hornmones; in animals these "complex chemicals

develop in the last third of gestation. \weknowof no evidence
that humans are different. |f in fact, there is any time at
which  an abortion should occur, if one is concerned about the
status of the fetus, it should be in that first 20.week period
when our obstetrics college tells us that the bi ol ogi cal

i mperatives for any sensation of pain are not present. \hat is
the effect of LB 769? Well, insonme cases it's probably to take
some fetuses to termand the birth of children, that probably
occurs in a nunber of circunstances. The number is perhaps
9 percent or I ess of the cases. |n other cases, it means that
kids cross state lines, in others it means that they have
parental noti fication and obtain gan abortion, or they get a
j udicial bypass. But boththe notification and the bypass
create del ay. Wiat is the effect of the delay? Tgincrease

risk to the mother, to increase risk to her health gnd her
mental wel|-being, but also to ruyn the abortion which this child
is determined to have, and has the support of a parent to do so
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