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%ai I, he was arrested because he had gone to the house of a
amly who had befriended him He was ki cking on the door,
bangi ng on the door, told the people that he js hearing these
voices, that they knew he wasprone to hear. Theycalled the
police. The police asked him if they |et him o, would he

| eave. He said, no, he would not |eave, that the voiceswere
talking to himand they should take himto jail. Sothey took
himto jail. They knew that he had a nental problem because he
had been picked up before. He wanted to go to the hospital.

From what | gather, and | don't know whether it's true or not,
there was an attenpt pnade to find space for himin Douglas
County Hospital. They had no beds available, sghe was returned
to ajail cell at the Douglas County Correctional Center. Some
time during the night he used a sheet to tie around his nemk,
they said, and bent his | egs upward, behind his back, wr apped
the ot her end of the sheet around his ankles, then extended his
| egs, thereby drawing the sheet tight and strangling hinself.
That's  what they said. A grand jury was called, pursuant to a

bill that this Legislature enacted that requires the convening
of a grand jury any time a person dies in police custody. That
required the calling of a grand jury. The grand jurors

determned that nothing crimnal had been done. However, they
did make recommendati ons about how such a person gyght to be
treated and handled, the services that ought to be nmade
avail abl e. Al waysreconmmended changes cone after the fact,
after somebody has died, despite the fact that there was enough

evi dence to cl earlg define the nature and scope of the problem
that needed to be addressed. gSo there has not been any more
noney appropriated by the Legislature to deal with that problem

Ve may have somebody el se who is so disordered in the |jyg so
lost, so bewildered that death seens to be an appropriate way
to..

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...end whatever problems are being faced.
And if, in the custody of the state, that person takes his life,
or if it's a female her life, then there should be a collective
feeling of guilt, because action that could have been {zken to

prevent that was not taken. \hen we can see circunstances that
are noving toward a predictable end, gnd that end is devastation

for people, then it's difficult for so .iety tosay it did not

will that devastating end. That's one of the reasons | find so
much fault with this bill, those drugbills and others wo pip

before us that offer asimplisti ¢ solution to a very compléx
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