
March 30, 1 9 90 LB 688

Senator Labedz, would you light up, please, I mean your l i gh t .
Thank you. Sti ll looking for Senator Scofield. Senator
Scofield is on her way, I understand, a nd there she i s . Sena t o r
Haberman. Ny understanding is Senator Haberman is slowly coming
up the stairs, he should b e here momentarily. Oka y , the
question is, shall the body be adjourned until nine o' clock
Monday morning. You wish a roll call vote and, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: (Roll call vote taken. See pa ges 1767-68 o f t he
Legislative Journal.) 15 ayes, 25 nays, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The motion fails. Senator Schirnek, you are the next
speaker, followed by S enator Norr i s sey a nd Sen at o r Lab e d z .
Senator Schimek, you are the next speaker, please.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, thank you, Nr. President, and members of
the body. I would like to talk a little bit about notification
and the effects on the family and the minor's psychological
development. Most parents love their children, but even loving
parents are not perfect and have problems relating to their
chi l d r e n and ot he r l oved o n e s. For ex am p l e , communication
between p a r e n t s and their adolescents about sexual i t y and
related matters is often characterized by severe discomfort on
both sides and, surprisingly perhaps, it is often entirely
absent from the parent-child relationship. Upon finding that
such communication is frequently absent and uncomfortable with
parents, but more common between adolescents and their peers,
one re se a rcher n ot ed the following: Although p ar en t s ,
particularly mothers, have traditionally been viewed as the most
appropr i a t e per s on s t o inform children about sex, the present
f ind i ngs c a use u s to question this assumption. Nore t h an
one-third of the mothers indicated they did not find it easy to
d iscuss se x w i t h t he i r ch i l d r en . If this i s t h e cas e, why
burden them with a task they find difficult and,a s a r e s u l t ,
avoid. Further, attempts at such communication, particularly
when involuntary, m ay lead to complex and dysfunctional
responses including violence. For example, experts testifying
in the trial in Minnesota indicated that parents often react to
an adolescent's questions or d i sc l o su r e s abou t sex by
interrogating the minor or by invoking their information system
or their value system or, even worse, their control over t he
decision-making process. Thus, attempts to discuss sexuality
can quickly become a transaction between an i ndi v i d ua l and an
authority figure rather than a set o f people looking at a
problem area in an effort to communicate, understand, and
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