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Senat or Labedz, would you light up, please, | mean your light.
Thank you. Still looking for Senator Scofield. Senator
Scofield is on her way, | understand, andthere she is. Senator
Haberman. Ny understanding is Senator Haberman is slowy coning
up the stairs, he should be here momentarily. Cay, the

question is, shall the body be adjourned until nine o' clock
Monday norning. You wish a roll call vote and, Nr. O erk.

CLERK: (Roll call vote taken. ages 1767-68 gof th
Legi slative Journal.) 15 ayes, 25 nays I\/IP Pr esi dent . © €

PRESI DENT: The notion fails. Senator Schirnek, you are the next
speaker, followed by Senator Norrissey amd “Senator Labedz.
Senat or Schinmek, you are the next speaker, please.

SENATOR SCHI MEK: Yes, thank you, Nr. President, g mempers . of

the body. | would like to talk a little bit about notification
and the effects on the fam|l Y and the mi nor's psychol ogi cal
devel oprent . Most parents love their children, but even loving
parents are not perfect and have problems yrelating to their
children and other |oved ones. For example, communi cati on
between parents and their adol escents about xualit and
related matters is often characterized by severe gl sconf grt on

both sides and, surprisingly perhaps, jt is often entirely
absent from the parent-child relationship. Upon finding that
such communication is frequently absent and ynconfortable with
parents, but nmore common between adol escents and their peers,
one researcher noted the follow ng: Although parents,
particularly nothers, have traditionally been viewed as the nost
appropriate persons to informchildren about sex t he present

findings causeus to question this assunpti re than
one-third of the rmtheqrs i ndi cat ed they d| anlot find |Nt easy to
discuss sex with their children. | f is the case, why

burden them with a task they find dlfflcult and, 35 a result,
avoid. Further, attenpts at such communication, particularly
when i nvoluntary, may |ead to conmplex and dysfunctlonal
responses including violence. For exanple, experts testlfe/l
inthe trial in Mnnesota indicated that parents often reac

an adol escent's questions of disclosures about
interrogating the m nor or by invoking their |nf0rrrat|0n systeXw
or their value systemor, even worse, their control guer the

deci si on- maki ng process. Thus, attenpts to discuss sexuality
can qui ckly becone a transaction between an jndividual and an

authority figure rather than a set of people looking at a
problem area in an effort to communicate, understand, and

12353



