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presidential canpai gn when they asked Ni chael Dukakis what woul d

you do if someonereally nurdered your wife. And | thought he
really fell down on his answer. | forget what it was but | know
what | would do. | would want to kill “the bum | would want to
Ki || the bum . But we are hopl ng When_pe0p|e are _addressing
crimes and punishment, they aren't acting out of emotion. ey
are acting out of logical, reasonable thought. So when |
t hought about the death penalty, and then it is interestinq,
this nmorning's ~ ~ ~ 4 had t he article on the death penalty
and discrimnation. Herewe are again with discrinmnation, pe
death penalty is very discrininatory. They found that out
t hrough their studies. More people are’given the death penalty
for killing white people than are given the death penalty for
killing blacks. Nore blacksare given the death penalty no
matter who they kill than whites are given the death penalty.
And even though all this discrinnation does exist, | amall for
the death penalty. | can support the death penalty. The person

does the right kind of crime the% need to pave the death
penalty, but there is one clincher. | have to be the person
that is deciding. | have to be the person that decides pecause
| don't trust governnent to make those decisions and the sysyem
to make that kind of decision, again, without discrimnation.
It has been proven that it can't be done and it will take a | ot
of work before anything like that can come ghout . Soit is a
tough, tough issue to adopt the seanl ess garnent concept, if you
will, on all your issues. |t is very, very tough, and | haven' t
achieved it, and | know of very few pedple on this floor that
have, so | thought it is very interesting that the subject of
the death penalty should conme up, especially in light of this

any time left to Senator Chanbers.
SPEAKER BARRETT: About a minute and a half, Senator Chamnbers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senator Norrissey. Nr. Chairman
and nermbers of the Legislature, excuse me, it is difficult to
take an issue such as this that issg jntertwined with so many
ot her aspects of the life in this society that you don't pranch
off into other things that are touched by it. Senator Norrisse

was touching on some very crucial and sensitive matters, those
that | have been concerned about ever since | have been the
Legi slature, and | have had varying degrees of failure in trying

to deal with them There was one time in 1979 when the
Legi slature with 26 votes voted to abolish the death penal ty.
Governor Thone vetoed the bill. That was the first time’in
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