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those kind of bad parents but we have to force them tg pe
subjected to the kind of brutality and viol ence that we know
will await them the very kind of brutality that may have put
themin that position in the first place. |'mgoing to digress
and go to Governor Cuono because | have tal ked about him being
threatened with the possibility of going to hell by a person in
the_church and he did write a response and | think he is
entitled to have that, at |east a portion of it, in the record
along with the other. And I'mgoing to read excerpts from a

article dated March 23, 1990, page 9. |t says
"New York Governor Mario Cuonp praised the Catholic bishop3 '

: X . ; or
promoting public attention to abortion but warned that when tﬁey
appeared to try to 'influence' elections, adverse reactions are

likely. "I don't think there js any disagreement that the
Catholic bi shops of the country have done as much as any group

to keep abortion from becom ng a noni ssue, sonet hi ng that does
not demand and deserve our attention,' Cuonp w ote. "For that,
| believe they deserve our gratitude. Byt | don't think we can
exenpt them from the demands of prudence in the political

arena.'" And | emphasize prudence. "When the public
perception is that they are not sinply exercising their teaching
role for Catholics, but trying to influence the outconme of an
el ection, there will be publicity." He cited the case of Bi shop
Leo T. Maher of SanDiego." i i

""Bi shop Maher, it seem‘s‘:l to né,nddildhr?gt d:':\ \(/:gr?csgdetthr?ttr\qmatt ha £9'on
the cause he espouses,’ Cuomowrote. ealso said he agreed
with a coment that Qggggg~ magazi neha'd nade in regard to
criticismof him by Auxiliary Bishop Austin B. Vaughan of New
York. The bishop in January said the governor 'seriously risked
going to hell' and has a 'pro-death position' gn abortion and he
said he doubted Cuomo canbe a 'good and faithful Catholic.'

Ql g@Meal said in a subsequent editorial that 'bishops have a
responsibility to teach and even to enforce the moral |aw put

their office does not confer the power to read souls, 5rto make
apodi ctic judgments about how a particular noral principle is to
be translated into |awand public policy.' The governor said
that when New York State expanded the state medical care

coverage for low-incone people, 'gbortion an% some other
services were at ny insistence not included,’ but he sald he got

little support for his stance fromthe bishops. ' mght add
that it was not a popul ar decision,gnd that those, including

the Catholic bishops for whomit assumab|y was popu|ar’ were
publicly silent about it.""
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