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I would like to do today, she says, is |ve tle
background on what it was |ike grow ng u thgt enV| ronment

ny experience with a pregnancy during ny teen years and howthl s
| egislation would affect wonen in simlar situations.

was an al coholic who was frequently intensely angry, thre/at eni ng

and physical ly violent. Expressi ons of affection in famly
were virtuall Yy nonexi stent. hys| cal | y puni shed for
failing to neet our father's standards aI Phough he never told us
what those standards were. The threat of physical punishnent
was always present Ny parents did not talk to me about
personal relationships, sexl, redproduct ion, contraception.
situation is not anisolated one

rural Nebraska, although we never spoke in a/gptsrevaetr)gllnfmends n

happeni ng in our hones, we tended to stay together, know ng eAch
other reenforced our concept of the lives that we were |iving

were typical and normal, just the way things SUDpPO to
be. | had left home at the age of 18 determ ned Pg dsstance
nyself fromny fanily. wien | was 19, | was forced tg return
home. Shortly after returning, | found that | was pregnant. My

feeling at that time was one of total panic. There was no way |

EOH‘Id turn to my parents for support. Ny father had drawna
nife. ..

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.

SENATOR LANDIS: ...and threatened to kill the man that 1| had
been involved with when he forced me to return hone, gndat that
tinme, did not know that | was pregnant. | had no way of knowing
what his reactionwuld be zf | told himand if hé knew | was
pregnant. | was terrified of his anger. | V\B.Stel’l’lfled of the
very real threat of physical violence. | don't know jf the
menbers of this committee can understand the feel I ngs 01! terror
sonmeone experiences in that kind of a situation. Abortion was

illegal at that time and the only person that | knew of who
could performabortions in that area was a sl eazy man who |jyed

cn the outskirts of Kearney. | ran away fromhome. | contacted
social services. | lived in a group home. | carried my baby to
termand | gave himup for adoption. The State of Nebraska
subsi di zed ny existence during that tinme. During those seven

months, nmy life was a living hell.
PRESIDENT: Time.
SENATOR LANDI S: Nay | continue then, Nr. Speaker, ynder my own

time then.
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