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I would like to do today, she says, is to give you a li ttle
background on what it was like growing up in that environment,
my experience with a pregnancy during my teen years and how this
legislation would affect women in similar situations. Ny father
was an alcoholic who was frequently intensely angry, threatening
and physically violent. Expressions of affection in my family
were virtually nonexistent. We were physically punished for
failing to meet our father's standards although he never told us
what th ose s t a n dards were . The threat of physical punishment
was a l ways pr e s e nt. Ny par ent s did not talk to me about
personal relationships, sex, reproduction, contracept i on . Ny
situation is not an isolated one. I have several friends in
rural Nebraska, although we never spoke in depth about what was
happening in our homes, we tended to stay together, knowing each
other reenforced our concept of the lives that we were living
were typical and normal, just the way things were s u pposed t o
be. I had le ft home at the age of 18 determined to distance
myself from my family. When I was 19, I was forced to r e t u r n
home. Shortly after returning, I found that I was pregnant. My
feeling at that time was one of total panic. There was no way I
could turn to my parents for support. Ny fa th er ha d dr a wn a
kni f e . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR LANDIS: ...and threatened to kill the man t hat I h ad
been involved with when he forced me to return home, a nd at t h a t
time, did not know that I was pregnant. I had no way o f k n o wi ng
what his reaction would be zf I told him and if he knew I was
pregnant. I was terrified of his anger. I was terrified of the
very real threat of physical violence. I d o n ' t know i f t he
members of this committee can understand the feelings of terror
someone experiences in that kind of a situation. Abort io n was
illegal at that time and the only person that I knew of who
could perform abortions in that area was a sleazy man who l i ved
cn the outskirts of Kearney. I ran away from home. I contac t ed
social services. I lived in a group home. I carried my baby to
term and I g ave him up for adoption. T he Stat e o f N e b r a sk a
subsidized my existence during that time. D uring t ho s e sev e n
months, my life was a living hell.

P RESIDENT: T i m e .

SENATOR LANDIS: Nay I continue then, Nr. Speaker, under my own
time then.
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