March 30, 1990 LB 688, 769

under the measure. Dr. Coyne goesontosay | am anxious to

reduce the perceived need for abortion by wonen and girls who
find thensel ves with problem pregnanci es, but | believe that
need to enact public policies that renovethe problem from

probl em pregnanci es that do occur, and, of course, to reducethe
nunmber of unpl anned pregnancies +t hat coul d become or

consi dered problematical, the best contraceptive is the futur%
| amnot so sure we are doi ng particularly well by that score.
It seems to me a pl ace where we could haverich areas of
agreement if we were working together. |t seens to ne that as |
hear the concerns of people on the floor on both sides of

if we wereto spendour tine thinking about ways of ensurlng 'a
high self-esteemin teenage girls, excellent educati onal

opportunities, information apout the risks of pregnancy, it
seens to ne that we could try to avoid this fromever occurring,

and then we wouldn't have the disagreement that we pave today.
It is best, it seems to ne, to go after theareas where we do
agree and coul d make a plan to come up with optl ons that would
make sense amd then make irrelevant the question of
abortion. Reverend Sandra King, the clergyman or cFe ywonan 1 n
the Presbyterian Church, rather, ordained and a famly counsel or
spoke to the Judiciary Committee about the effect of parental
notification on famly relations. She, as a counselor, before
becomng a clergy menmber, by the way, counseled women and
children who had been abused In assessing IB 769 as a good
tool to assist famly relationships and teenagers and parents to
work together to solve a problem Reverend King cgncludes that
this comes far too late in theprocess. \Weare involved on a
daily basis in the clergy at establishing good family
relationshi DS At this point, meaning notification of the
pregnance/ a young person does not feel that they can take 4
concern |ke this to their parents, there is not the possibility
for good communi cation and good relationship, angthat is whywe
have social service agencies to assist. Another individual who
spoke was Shirley Marsh,  representing a collection of
31 religious organisations that were not onl Christian but
Jewi sh and faiths who together wanted to safe uarci/the option of
l egal abortion. What this testinony indicate hat there
woul d be a negative effect on the fam |y rather tﬁan a positive
effect, that legislation to sypport the family should occur
befOI’e the use Of pal’ ent al notification. Armng the most
touching of the speakers before the Judiciary comjttee was
Bobbe McGee. She says | grew up in what has bee IrTTrc]escrl be% in
this roomas a dysfunctional famly, taking this out of the area
of the statistic and making it into a real life situation. \pat
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