Narch 30, 1990 LB 6SS, 769

think nost, Senator Hall, Senator Schimek, gnd as moat of us

have said for sometime, there are some mddle roads in this
issue, and | don't knowif it can be arrived at in this session.

But with that, | wll giVe t he rest of my time to Senator
Land 18.

PRESIDENT: Senator Landis, please. Senator Landis, you are
the next speaker, also, so you have approxi mately nine mnutes.
SENATORLAND'S Thank ou,_Nr._Speaker. | just want to commrent
that this has been an illumnating debate. | found Senator
Hall's  remarks very, very intriguing and challenging. Although
| have nmy own convictions, | do attend to the comments of ot egf]s
attenpting to gain fromthemillunination, to rethink my own
osition, and | found those anmpbng the nost val uabl e remarks we
ave had this year on this topic. | want to return to the issue
at hand which really is, out of all, the parental noification
issue and | want to continue that |ine of discourse that ave

been making today and that is the effects of passing such a
measure. I was quoting the last tine that 1 had a chance to
speak fromthe remarks of Dr. Ann Coyne, a social welfare
rofessor, a Catholic,andan opponentof LB769. Shesaysin
er comments before our Judiciary Committee, the abortion
notification requirements that are contained jn LB 769 are
| ikely to exacerbate the dysfunctional famly situation and put
the girl at higher risk rather than protecting her in this
situation. The bill's provision about notification, if a wminor
declares that she is a victim of sexual abuse,neglect, or
physi cal abuse, if she reports it to per physician, she ,then
triggers the fact the physician by law is mandated to report

that to child protective services or 1aw enforcement. other
words, the | oop will be closed; thegirl's statement will cone
home to the famly; the dysfunctional famly will erupt. Since
a child protective service investigation would reveal the gi rp' S

pregnancy and intent to abort, a declaration of abuse to her
physician woul d sinply just be a more dramatic way of otifyin

her parents. | also have concerns if this notification require
that the abuse be substantiated by authorities or simply
reported to the authorities.  Adolescent abuse cases do not
receive a high priority for investigation. |{ would mean | onger
del ays, norehealth risks for the girl. pyring the tinme of the
i nvestigation before any kind of an investigation occurred, he
adol escent woul d be unprotected and would be in a high risk For
abuse during the period of time that there was, in fact no
investigation if that was to be interpreted as an obli'gation
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