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want to be known as Catholics, they should be expected to behave
as Catholics. You can't be arenber of the Mbose Lodge unl ess
you wear the antlers'. Abortion has driven a wedge between ipe
Catholic Church and itspolitician-parishioners before. John
Cardinal O Gonnor, archbishop of New York, criticized yjce
presi denti al candi date Geral dine Ferraro and New York Governor
Mario Cuonp in 1984." ' || deviate again, but he didn't jmpose
any sanctions on Guwernor Mario Cuono or attempt to. "Cuomo
ret hought John Kenned% s 1980 pronouncenent, 1960 pronouncenent,
" do not speak for the church and the church does not speak for
me." At Notre Danme University, Cuonp said, a Catholic. |
have accepted certain answers as the ri ght ones for rryself and
ny famly. As a Governor, however, | am i nvol ved |n defi ni ng
policies that determ ne other peo le's rights.’ ense is
now embraced by nost Catholic politicians incl udr ng Igﬂ a, who
support abortion rights. But other Catholics aren' eas

In a stinging rebukeof his Catholic colleagues V\ho VBP 8 ?
federal funding of abortions in cases of rape and incest,

Representative Robert Dornan, Republican, California, asked on
the House floor, 'Wsat kind of hubris and chutzpah does 8

have who says, | know nore than all the doctors and fat hers an
leaders of mychurch?' O 139 Catholics in Congress, apoyt
one-third support abortion rights including House Speaker Thonas
Foley, Democrat from Washington, and Senate Majority Leader,
George Mtchel |, Denocrat, Maine. As Republican Richard Durbjn,

Denocrat, Illinois, says, 'V are prepared as elected offici als,
as elected public officials, to disagree with our own rel Jigion
when, in conscience, we feel public policy demands it. But

| aSt r‘ant h, 300 b| ShOpS passed a reso| ut | on st at| ng’
Catholic can responsibly tagke a "pro-choice" stand when the
"choi ce" involves the taking of npnocent human | i

unsettled is how the church will respond to other Cat hoI ics V\I’]O
continue to suppor t l egal abortion. sofar, no other bishophas
fol | oned Maher's |ead. Chicago's Archbrshop Joseph Cardinal
Bernardin denied a request fromabortion foes to deny Communi on

to Illinois Attorney General Neil Hartigan," H-a-r-t-i-g-a-n,
"after  Hartigan conpronised on an abortion |awsuit. 'My own
pastoral approach,’ ernardrn says, 'will continue to be oné gf
dialogue and persuasion.’ But in next year's elections, more
bishops may have to choose between sanctions and ‘'dialogue’.
Francis Kissling," K-i-s-s-l-i-n- g, "of catholics for a Free
Choice, calls_the Killea case, @ trial balloon for the
bishops. The question js how far will they go?' Kissling
says. In San Diego, the bishop's stand has become the

overriding canpaign issue in a district that is predom nately
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