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a community needs to go through in order to qualify for these

funds. ~ This bills requires that a conmunity put together a
comunity team It requiresthat that team show evidence of
conmmuni ty support. W have a sinmlar. we have a simlar and
smal l er process that already went on in this state that was (e
to nmoney that | and other menbers of the Appropriations
Committee inserted in the budget bill last year on tor'e For less
a pi | ot basi S_. We had, | belleVe, sonme 70 app| icants for that
money at the time. Onthe last round of debate when this
amendment was adopted, | read off the kinds of things that

communities brought in to address and it had nothing to do yjih
the issues of contraception and abortion. 1 don't know what all

70 of those particular proposals were. | have nmy staff calling
to find those out right now but, quite frankly, I would g,ggest
to you that the screening process that's already been develggped

is working in terms of putting the noney out to comunities to
et communities address the problens that they see as priority.
The projects that were funded out of the nmoney that e put in

| ast year dealt with severe enotional disturbance for famly
preservation for children and famlies. Saunders County did
some work with Indian fanmlies. The Kearney area did.. .| don't
have the note on that, parenting project. The Kearney area did
a parenting project. The Grand |sland Case Coordinati on Team
did a parent and school and conmunity partnership. A pumber of
activities related to fam |y preservations teans is golng on out
there, case coordination workin Cheyenne County for the
devel opnent of family preservation teans. Mental health and
substance abuse services are going on in Region 3. Raqd WI I ow
County area probation for District 3 probation, working on
juvenile justice issues. That's how the noney has been spent.
The communities are comng in and saying, these are ou
problens, these are the kinds of things that we think are
priorities. Obviously, those are the ones That were picked ¢
of 72 grant proposals. And so | think the screening process
that's working there is hel ping communities identify what the
think their number one priorityis. And it would be a darn
shane if we get in this kind of wangle that we're inright pow
and refuse to take the proper precautions to deny these
comuni ties opportunities to address their concerns, pecause |
don't  know how...maybe Qmaha is rich enough to solve therr own
probl ems. Apparentlythey' re not. Weput three hundred and
sone thousand in here |ast year to hel p themdeal with juveni Pe
crime and | was glad to do it. But | can tell you that smaller
comunities in this state sinply don't have the bucks, simply
don't have the opportunity to addréss their problens. They' ve
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