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twenty-nine, not in this form
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Bernard-Stevens, please.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  Thank you, M. Speaker, and nenbers of
the body. Just very briefly, Senator Chambers brings us now an
anendnent that really does strike to the heart of things, I
under stand Senator Hall when he says that this would weak havoc
in the spirits industry. | also know that the tobacco industry
i s havi ng a difficult tine because of the decreased amount of
usage among Americans today, so | know the tobacco industry is
doing sone things to protect itself because it js a business.
They areexpanding. They aregetting into the other areas.
don”t have a real big concern about the spirits industry if 4
of a sudden there was a market drop in consumption. | think
l'i ke any other industry, when the product is not acceptable
anynore, not being accepted en nmasse by the public, the 1ndustry
either goes belly-up or the industry does what all business
does, that is, diversify, expand, get into ogther areas. And
that is part of capitalism that is part of the free-nmarket
system so that doesn't bother me. \hat does kind of bother me
a little bit, and | know this debate on the Chambers's
amendnents after amendnent after anmendment has gone but. |
really thing we have an anendnent here that people neeg’to thi nk
seriously about. If we are truly serious about our children and
al coholic consunption, if we are truly serious about admtting
that there is a terrible problemout there, andwe understand
that our children and the students that we have in our schools
| ook at adults and inmtate a trenendous anobunt, and if we at the
one hand say that we are going to allow _the distribution of
al cohol for lack of a better termto our mnors, but at the sane

poi nt we are going to try to criticize our mnors for that

consunption, we can do that as a body. | suspect we probably
will do that as a body, but the body deep down has to have one
of those feelings that this isn't right. I think Senator

Chanbers gives us an interesting choice.” The drugs that Senator
Lowel I Johnson is dealing with and Senator Pirsch in her bills
are terrible and devastating and the bills, +the amendnment and
bills need to be noved forward. But Senator Chanbers is also
saying that there is a tremendous alcohol problem and he s
willing to apply alcohol to the same standards as drugs because
it is equally. as bad, if not nore harnful, but yet he is willing
to say, listen, if you want to do different things in the
privacy of Your own home, that is fine. wehave already got
statutes and | egal decisions on those. So it really gets down
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