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it, we are really not...we are not really addressing the major
problem which leads to some of these other problems. So I wou l d
with that encourage us to look at it in the future.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Bernard-Stevens, followed by Senator

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: I am almost tempted to yield b ack my
time at this point in anticipation of Senator Kristensen this
afternoon, but I want to make a couple of comments. Senator
Chambers brings us again with one of those !soral dilemmas, I am
not even sure it is a moral dilemma. It is one of the areas of
k nown h y poc r i s y and I think we are all aware of that but,
obviously, the adoption of the amendment quite honestly would be
too big a burden for the bill. And I agree with Senator Hall
and Senato r Pi r sch and will oppose the amendment at t h i s
particular point, but I would like to comment on a c oup l e o f
things and a c ouple of my concerns. Senator Pirsch mentioned
something that in discussion with S enator Ch a mbers ab o u t the
alcohol at least of 21 and over being a legal drug, a nd, t h u s ,
it is okay because it is a legal drug, and it brought me back a
year ago or two years ago to smokeless tobacco debate where we
were talking about a legal substance because you can a c t u a l l y
legally buy it. A nd Senator Dierks and others, rightfully so,
talked about the addictiveness of the smokeless tobacco, but
even though it was a legal drug, the body decided that they were
going to...they weren't going to stop the distribution and they
understood it could have harmful affects, they decided they are
still going to allow it, that is no problem, but they were going
to stop the free sa mpling,and they were supposedly going to
help minors by doing that, as if minors wouldn't get chewing
tobacco from any other source. And one of the things I argued
is that one of the things in our laws that we have, and i t i s
not against the law, for example, for a minor to purchase or to
p ossess t obacco p roduct s , so I have an amendment that wil l b e
coming up on the bill when we get to actually talking about the
z ones t ha t w it h i n t ha t zo n e i t wi l l be i l l eg al t o p o s s es s any
alcohol or tobacco product, not within the State of Nebraska but
within those zones, and t hat wi l l i nc l ud e a n y a d u l t a n d a n y
chi l d w it h i n t h e sc h o o l . And I will be very serious on t h at
amendment. I think Senator Chambers. . . I w o ul d a l s o l i ke t o j o i n
Senator Scnimek and say that "Liz" Karnes was right, and I t h i nk
many of the body know that the drug of choice right now among
o: !r students, if you put it on a scale on a weight of whether to
going into the hard core drugs or the cocaine or the marijuana
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