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SENATOR PIRSCH: I d on ' t b el i ev e I wi l l su pp o r t i t , no.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So then from your failure to suppor t i t , yo u
would no t see . . .

SENATOR PIRSCH: Would you support an amendment to t he al c oho l
that would make it a stiffer penalty and change.

. .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Wha t we need to do, and t he n y o u a s k m e t h e
question, is scrap all of these tack-on piecemeals and s ay we
are going to look at all the laws r e l a t i v e t o a l l o f t h e d r u g s ,
i nc l u d i n g a l co h o l , and t h en set appropriate punishments for al l
of them, then you and I would find something at last we c an wor k
on. But when we are going to piecemeal and pitch and patch
because there is political hay to be made, and to quote Senator
Morrissey, these i ssuesare hot...that is all that I would ask
you because my time is almost out.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Ok a y .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Because it is a hot issue, t hen we wi nd up
with an illogical system of punishments. The inconsistencies
that not only make the Legislature l ook r i d i c ul ou s bu t b r ing
c our t s , j udge s , j u r o r s , and pr o s e c u t o r s . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHA MBERS: . ..into contempt a n d subject them to
criticism because there is the app earance t h at a g r e at er
punishment is placed on a lesser o ffen se . Now w he n p e o p l e stand
upon this floor, if they ever do, and say " L i z " Kar n e s i s r i gh t
to say that alcohol has to be dealt with because it is the most
serious problem facing youngsters, but we are so afraid of
alienating those interests that want t o pu sh a l c oho l on ou r
children that w e cannot treat it as the drug it is, t her e i s a
word that starts with "h" that I am kn< wn to use but I am not
g oing t o u se i t . I wi l l say t he conduct describes what that
person is. So I don't want to hear p eople t a lking a gain s t
a lcoho l any m or e , whether it is drunk d r i v i n g , g i v i ng i t t o
minors, or anything else unless we adopt this amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Hall, followed by Senato r
M orr i s s e y .
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