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initial reaction is that this is no different than other |aws
that we particularly have in the State of Nebraska. For
exanple, if we're looking at statutory rape, we're certainly not
| ooking at...we don't gauge whether or not the person actually
knew t hat age of the child. |f in fact, the child was a mi nor

then, in fact, a crinme existed. We don't go ahead and say, bu
did you know at the tine that the crinme existed what the "age o¥

the person was? I think everybody would know if we'd put that
type of an amendment in any type of statute it would be a
defense attorney's dream cone true"because it'd be SO iffi cult
in a court of lawto prove that at that parcicular point of t

crime the alleged criminal knew the exact age of the person. gg

I would hope that the body would not go on that particular
course and would reject the Chambers amendment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT NICHOL: Thankyou. Senator Pirsch, please; followed
by Senator Chambers.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Thank you, M. President. Senator
Ber nard- Stevens did point out the statutory rape statutes and |
al so would like to point out the al cohol sales where the age is,

no matter whether you knew it or not, it is not a defense and
that is perfectly constitutional and has been allowed, of
course, for manyyears. I went back to talk to our expert

county attorne?/, ex-county attorney, and | think | quote him
fairly accurately when it said, ook, "the burden ghouyld be on
the perpetrator; it's jppossible to put thatburden on the
prosecutor or on the state.  This, in essence, would gut the
bill and I amvery, very firmy opposed to it as you gpguld be
too, if, indeed, you are truly interested in the danger an thé
protection of children as Senator Johnson's original intent was.
Pl ease oppose this amendnment by Senator Chanbers.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Chanbers, followed by Senator
Langford.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M . Chairman, and menbers of the Legislature,
we were discussing sone |anguage under the balcony, which g
found in this Dbill, in lines 12 and 13, g have the language,
except as authorized by the act. Apd Senator Johnson's argument
is that since the act through +these Iast four |ines do not
require knowl edge of the ageof the one that | refer to 44 the

ViCtim, thenit is all rlght not to require t hat know edge_ But
if in order to have a crime you nust have know edge and “jnient

then even if you have a statute that says in this case you don' t
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