March 29, 1990 LB 976

al so have this feeling that if the crime was sg bad that the
judge felt that it needed to be a higher one, then he would
probably go to the maxi mum of 50 years. And I 'm reall not
sure, you know, even if we went to the higher one and you
took...take the good time and everything el se, would probably be
ri ght around that 50-year period anyway or below. Sg|I'm really
not sure if the Chanbers anmendnent harms the znpendnent that you

offer at all. Infact, it may meke it a little bit easier for
sone other people a little bit nore palatable to support the
amendment . I guess feeling, menbers of the body, is the
amendment is a...is one that you can go one way Of {he another

and it really doesn't change the focus of the amendnent, gsgit' s
sinply a policy decision of what the body wants to do. |, thjs

particular case, if you agree with the Chanbers amendment, you
may in fact on thevery serious crinme set the ceiling and the

floor at 50 years, but you can't go above that. If you reject
the Chanbers amendment, thenyou can go to the "IB" category,

but chances are the way decisions have been made, in npst cases
you, won't get the maxi mum so you're going to be right around the
Ic category or bel ow that Senator Chanmbers would set with his
anmendment anyway. So | really feel that in this particular
case, if it makes the amendnent a little bit nore pal atable, it

certainly doesn't change the intent of what we' re trying to 44

It certainly sends a strong message. | think this is one that

we could agree to and it wouldn't slow us up much further and we

mgf}g be able to nove ?(;1 And with that, nenbers of the body, |

would... guessl wou urge the adoption of t{he amendment

because it doesn't change that nuch of the intent oth themio nson
amendnent at this time. Thank you.

PRESIDENT NICHOL:  Thank you. Senator Hall, please; followed by
Senator Lowell Johnson.

SENATOR HA .L: |' Il pass.

PRESIDENT NICHOL: Pass. Senator Lowell Johnson.

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: M . Speaker, nenmbers of the Legislature,
Senator Bernard-Stevens said it better than | can gyep and |
woul d say that it would be agreeable to nme, gas introducer of the
amendnment, to accept the "IC' classification.

PRESI DENT NI CHOL: Ok ay, t hank YOuU. Senator Chan'bers; foll owed

by Senator Hefner. Ckay. Senator Hefner, please. Question
been called, do | see five hands? | do. Two of them are on one
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