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to face up to the problems w ith alcohol. It 's th e biggest
problem there is and we insist on going overboard with penalties
for drugs that we wouldn't even consider. Life in p ison, we
wouldn't even consider that for many, many other heinous crimes.
So you' re making a judgment call here that doing drugs i s j ust
the worst thing possible. We can't take the time to address the
root of the problem. We can't take the effort to address
poverty , i g n orance, an d ho p e l e ssness. I t ' s much eas ie r t o
simpIy stand up here and say, well, execute them all. I' ve got
a cartoon here from the C ' c 'e ce n' . I had i t a l l
r eady to pass out , b u t I haven't passed it out except f or
Senator Korshoj. It says, "Vote for me; I' ll execute the
convicted murders." The other man says, "Oh yeah'? I' ll execute
arrested murders." His opponent says, " I ' l l execute s u spected
murders. " And hi s oppo nent says, "I ' l l e x e cute people who
haven't even done anything yet." The opponent says, "What", and
the politician...the politician says, "Thank you. Thank you . I
love you all." And that's where we' re heading, folks. That' s
where w e ' re head i n g . I 'd u rge you t o adopt Senator Chambers'

PRESIDENT NICHOL: T h ank y ou . S enator Bernard-Stevens, pl e as e ;
followed by Senator Hall and Senator Lowell Johnson.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nr. President and members
o f th e b ody . Senat o r J o hnson, y o u k now, I ' m not sur e what
you' re going to say or do on this particular amendment, s o I ' l l
guess I' ll try to say what I think we would d o, and I do n ' t
think it's that bad of an amendment to agree to and I' ll try to
state why, though, on the other hand, I will a lso be abl e t o
argue, Lowell, where it may not be that helpful, a s well . Wha t
Senator Chambers is actually trying to do i s s i mpl y say t hat
when we' re comparing crimes, whether we' re talking about ounces
o f mar i j u ana o r s p eeding 200 mi l e s an hour down an interstate or
something along that type, that there is a difference in t h e
type of crime co mmitted and certainly there should be a
difference in the type of punishment, and that the bill is going
to get those skewed in a particular manner. Instead of going to
the " IB" l e ve l t h a t w o uld b e t h e c ei l i n g , i f y ou w i s h , on y our
amendment, Senator Chambers is going to just try to lower that
ceil i ng , y ou kno w , j ust one s t e p l owe r , and I gue ss
t heoret i c a l l y I don ' t have a problem with that because. in my
mind, the court's word, if we went to the top, the "IB", I doubt
seriously that we' re going to get life imprisonment or anything
else; that they' re going to get some type of so many years. I

amendment.
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