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S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u , sir. And the question before the
house is the adoption of the Hannibal motion to return the b i l l
to Select File for purposes of amendment. All i n f av o r vo t e
a ye, opposed nay . Re c o r d .

C LERK: 3 2 e y es , 0 n a y s , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , on the motion to return
t he b i l l .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The motion prevails and the bill is returned.
S enator Hanniba l .

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Th a n k y o u , N r . S pe a k e r , members, I don't want
to delay the debate or discussion too long, but I do f ee l i t ' s
kind of important that I put a couple things in the record,
maybe even try to establish some l e g i s l at i v e i nt ent on what
LB 1212 is purported and what our intentions are with the bill.
The couple things that ought to be mentioned is that intensive
supervision probation program has been, I b elieve, clearly
proven as a ver y v i ab l e and cost effective program a s a n
alternative to incarceration for some convicted misdemeanants
and for that matter, some convicted felons. And i t h a s b e e n i n
place in some form in at least 30, 35,maybe even as many as
40 states. We are one of the last few to do this, however , we
do h a v e so m e p r e c e d ent already in our state. We have had a
pilot program going on in Lancaster County over the l as t ye ar ,
year and a ha lf, with some fairly good results. The Douglas
County, and I believe Sarpy County, on the county level have
been o perating an electronic monitoring, an i ntensive
supervision probation system, albeit for shorter periods of
time. This is going to be moving into a longer period of time,
and there are a couple of caveats that ought to be talked about.
One of the things that you do wo r r y ab ou t when you d o n ot
inca r c e r a t e a conv xct ed misdemeanant or a convicted felon for
certain kinds of crimes is that you want to make sure t h at t h e
public safety and welfare is paramount in your decisions to
decide whether you have incarceration or something less, some
kind of a probation system. The system is already clear that
t hat i s p r i m ar y i n t h e j u d g e an d I w o u l d l i k e to mention that
this is a di scretionary program. I t wi l l be up t o t h e
sentencing judges as to whether they would grant this kind of a
program. It obviously is not usable for all kinds of convicted
persons, but there certainly is an identifiable group that would
sign i f i c a n t l y r ed uce the pr es s u res on our p r i son crowding
systems right now, prison overcrowding system. So, number one ,
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