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y ou' re a c oun t y ? How do you budget for that especially given
the cap that we provided in 1059 if 1059 is successful for these
kind of indigent medical care needs? Obviously, you can' t.
That's why you can't use the indicator that Scotty Moo r e u sed
saying t h at on l y $4 m il l i on i s b ud g e ted f or . That's the tip of
the iceberg. By the way, the numbers are pretty consistent over
the last three years. Twelve million dollars would b e
f a i r . . . c o u l d y ou . . . $ 1 2 m i l l i on could be fair because, in fact,
that's what hospitals actually need. The hospitals across the
state, though graciously agreed, given the budget circumstances
we are at this time in the state, to settle for the 7.2. That
means a g a i n, I want you to know I'm not, if my voice sounds
funny, I'm not again emotional, I'm still carrying over f rom a
cold. Understand that, I'm not trying to get your sympathy by
t a l k i n g l i k e I ' m r e al l y e m o t i o n a l , I 'm no t . But what I do want
you to understand is that this is a serious and important issue
and, i n f act , de ser ve s you r attention and u nderstand i n g ,
hopefully, so you can support it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR LYNCH: I have much more to say so I' ll put my light.
b ack on o r m aybe us~ ~ t i n c los i ng . But 90 percen t o f t he
uncompensated care for the poor is provided by 20 percent of the
hospitals in Omaha and by 75 percent of the hospitals in greater
Nebraska. S o 20 percent of the hospitals in the Omaha area and
25 percent of the hospitals in your areas a re p rovi d i n g t h i s
indigent ca r e . You can cut up the pie any way you want to and
that hurts, ladies and gen t l e men . That h ur t s t ho se
institutions. We can document that in case it's necessary,
However small it might be, the hospital in your a rea, t h i s
indigent care cost is a terrible burden to bear. I f we d on ' t
address this issue this year, when? This issue will be with us
again next year. It should be a property tax r e l i e f bi l l an d i t
would be i f , i n f ac t , we don't use property taxes to pay these
healt h c a r e c o s t s .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

S ENATOR LYNCH: T h ank y o u .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator By a rs i s an nou n c i n g the
presence of 12 n i n t h gr ad er s from Odell Public School in our
south balcony with their teacher. Would you folks please stand
a nd b e r ec o g n i z ed . Th ank yo u . We' re pleased to have you with
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