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from my county board and, naturally, they would like to have us
pick up any dollars whatsoever that they might be obligated to
pay. So I have a lot of fears on this one.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lynch, followed by Senators Wesely and

SENATOR LYNCH: Nr. Speaker and members, it's probably that good
we do revisit the history for a moment her e . As y ou wil l
r emember, LB 187 or something like it has been around for a
number of years. Last year LB 187 did proceed to Final Reading
v ery gu i ck l y . In th e pro cess of t hat, t hough, t he
Appropriations Committee also found another way which, in f act ,
was better I would admit and I supported LB 525 for that reason.
LB 525, rather than developing $12 million about 4.7 for docs
and the rest for hospitals, provided a match with federal funds
by revising the reimbursement for doctors and hospitals through
the Medicaid program and it made v ery m uc h sen s e . I t , f o r
example, rather than spending $12 mi l l i on i n t ot al , p r ovi d ed
that if we came up with $2.5 million for docs and $2.6 mi l l i on
for hospitals or 4.8 million rather than 12, with the match we
would ultimately wind up with the same number, $12 million to
reimburse hospitals and doctors. I B 525 was a l s o g o od , p r o b a b l y
the most important aspect was that they redesigned and defined
the reimbursement procedure so that family doctors and d octor s ,
especially those practicing in the rural areas of the s tat e
outside of Lincoln and Omaha, were reimbursed more fairly than,
and in fact, some specialists whose fees were actually cut back.
I supported that. I moved that we bracket 187 because I knew
very well that this body and the Governor could n ot sup p or t a
$24 million medical package. I thought that w as fai r a n d
reasonable. Well, when it went to...when 525 was considered the
hospital side was vetoed ou t . So t h e hospital costs, as
p rovided i n 52 5 , h av e not been met and that's the reason I'm
back today with this legislation because that unmet n eed st i l l
exists out there and it makes very little difference if you live
in Douglas County or in any other county. W hatever y ou r c o u n t y
b udgeted f o r i s an absolut e unk n own . Fo r an e x ample , an
indigent who is a s e r i o u s d r u g u se r o r abuser with AIDS, for
example, that isn't even the worst scenario, but it could be
one, could visit your county jail sometime and get si c k . Th at
county board probably didn't budget 65 to $135,000 to care f o r
that person until they die, but they would have to pay for it
and do any of you think that is a proper u se o f p r op er t y t ax
dol l a r s ? I d on ' t t h i nk so . How do you budgeted for that if
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