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granted, that is where we are at now. That is what is before us
but the issue that we should be addressing is the issue of

education, preventzon, and treatnment, and we always | ook at the

easy side, the side that deals with the penalties and the fines

and the crimes and the provisions with regard to records and how
hard we want to play ball with regard to these individuals hat

arein the areaof drugs, selling it, both to kids and those who

are wusing it. But we don't very often want to deal, e want to

play soft ball with the issue which is the tough side of putting

noney up for treatment, putting noney yp for prevention, and

putting rmne¥ UrEJ bdeF_ Edlécafton, a}nd that is not as easy to
extract out of the body in the formo i i

done some thingsin )t/he | ast few yearsl(ta IastlaltlaﬁrJJBfaud \égth taxg

Appropriations Conmittee and the Legislature for, but we are far
from anywhere near correcting the sjtuation that does get at the
zoot of the problem By the time you get to using the stuff

that is in 97.. or Senator Johnson's amendment, or even in
Senator Landis's anmendment to that anmendnent, it is too late.
They have already used the drugs. They have already abused
their bodies. They have already comitted a crime. You are

playing catch-up, and that is the problemwth this type of

| egi slation, you are playing catch-up. \jpatwe have to do s
have LB 976 be the kind of legislation that deals with the
education aspect, deals with the prévention aspect and deals

with the treatment aspect.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Time or, excuse me, one mnute.

SENATOR HALL: Until we do that. on, | amsorry, | thought you
were ﬂoing to bang your gavel. | was waiting to hear that. I

thought you had broken it again. until we do that, |adies and
gentl enen, we are never going to correct the situation. W%_ are
i ngs

going to come in here, and we are going to do nice little't
like increase the penalty that |ooks good, spunds good, feels
good, but does absolutely nothing, and hopeful Iy next year when

we | ook at the budget, we will address that issue with' regard to
t hese types of preventioneducation neasures and with the sane

kind fervor that we are doing in terns of the penalty of
the equation. Wth that, | would urge you to support Senator
Landi s' s amendnent .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Pi rsch on the Landis
amendment.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. Just to po.'at out a
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