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Landis's amendment.

granted, that is where we are at now. That is what is before us
but the issue that we should be addressing is the issue of
education , p r e ventzon, and treatment, and we always look at the
easy side, the side that deals with the penalties and the fines
and the crimes and the provisions with regard to records and how
hard we want to play ball with regard to these individuals that
a re i n t h e a r e a o f d r u g s , selling it, both to kids and those who
are using it. But we don't very often want to deal,w e want t o
play soft ball with the issue which is the tough side of putting
money up for treatment, putting money u p f o r p r eve n t i o n , and
putting money up fo r ed ucation, and that is not as easy to
extract out of the body in the form of l egi s l a t i o n . We h av e
done some things in the last few years that I applaud both the
Appropriations Committee and the Legislature for, but we are far
from anywhere near correcting the situation that does get at the
zoot of the problem. By the time you get to using the stuff
that is in 97.. or Senator Johnson's amendment, or e ven i n
Senator Landis's amendment to that amendment, it i s t oo l at e .
They h a v e al r ea d y u sed the dr u g s. T hey h av e already ab u sed
their bodies. They have already committed a crime. You a r e
playing catch-up, and that is the problem with this type of
legislation, you are playing catch-up. What we have t o d o is
h ave L B 9 7 6 b e t h e k ind o f l egi s l at i on t h a t d ea l s w i t h t h e
education aspect, deals with the prevention aspect , and dea l s
with the treatment aspect.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Ti m e o r , excuse me, one minute.

SENATOR HALL: Until we do that...oh, I am sorry, I thought you
were go ing t o b a n g yo u r g av e l . I was waiting to hear that. I
thought you had broken it again. Until we do that, ladies and
gentlemen, we are never going to correct the situation. We a r e
going to come in here, and we are going to do nice little things
like increase the penalty that looks good,sounds good, f ee l s
good, but does absolutely nothing, and hopefully next year when
we look at the budget, we will address that issue with regard to
these types of prevention education measures and with the same
kind fervor that we are doing in terms of the penalty side o f
the equation. With that, I would urge you to support Senator

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . Senator Pi r sch on t he La n d is

SENATOR PIRSCH: Thank you, Nr . S pe a ke r . Just to po.'at out a

amendment.
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