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CLERK: Yes, Mr. President, the next anendment is by Senator
Landis. (See AM3205 on pages 1667-68 of the Legislative
Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: The call is raised and the Chair recognizes

Senator Landis.

"ENATOR LANDIS: M. Speaker, nenmbers of the Legislature, | made
this anendment because of the issue | rajsed in my previous
speech. | support the Johnson amendnent. | support the idea of
increasing penalties for the sale_of drugs to kids. | don't
support the idea of the geography in 976 and what the mendment
does is this. It attaches itself to the Johnson anendnent, 5nq
then if the Johnson amendnment is attached to 976, it strikes tahe
provisions that relate to the drug-free zones and, basically,

replaces it with the Johnson amendnent. In other words, what we
get is the Johnson amendnent standing alone, if this amendnment
is passed. Why? Because weare out to protect Kkids. That is

what we are out to do, and it seens to nme no different to exact
a penalty whether that kid is being taken advantage of ggq feet

away from the school as opposed to 1,003 feet away fromthe

school . It is the child' s tender years and the pain and
suffering that a drug addiction will nean for the child and that

is what we should be defending. Don't mix it with the issue of

trying to defend certain spaces above gthers. It is a

of...an a way, think of what that message gays? |t says th tvviaty
is twice as bad to addict a kid in one physical Ioca?e than 1t
is in another one. I sthat the message you ant 2 Is it a

nmessage that you want some bravado, to have ggome drug dealer in
sone area take a spray paint and make 3 |ine down the street at
1,000 feet and have all the kids conme up and |augh and say,
well, here is the drug line and dance on one side or the other.
The point is we are protecting kids, not city blocks, pot
streets, not curbs, not playgrounds, not video arcades, not
swi mmi ng pool s, not schools or churches, but kids. Tphey deserve
our protection and it shouldn't nake a difference if thhgy appen
to be located in one part of the city or another, standing next
to one kind of a facility or whether they are gout in an open
cornfield in the middle of Buffalo County. Those children
deserve all the same protection and standards, and to sell them
drugs is the sane offense, it has the same hei nous quality about
it. The fact that it is done in theshadowof a churchor a
school does not increase the heinousness. |t is in the taki ng
advant age of a child that the heinousness inures, gndfor that
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