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for political reasons will often undertake to change the law j,
such a way as to disjoint and disrupt everything that currentl‘y
was in place, and the judges wi|| just djsregard and ignore
that. They know that if everything the Legislature has set Hown
as a |law or recommendation to the court were followed, e would
have chaos. Why in the world is the Legislature going {5 have
three different categories of punishment penalties and each
I evel is supposed to be nore serious than the one before, and
the maximum in each case is 50 years. |t doesn't make sense.
That is V\’ny t he judges disregard this. They make a reasoned
j udgnent based on the reali ries of |ife, and one of the

realities is that this kind of stuff t hat happens t?a tr.e
legislature is doing now occurs at the top of a politica E)ubb e

when the national administration has told the Legislature what
is politically hot and what the legislators who 5,6 interested
in gal ni ng political hay OUght to be about. So wecomein here
with these kind of crazy, |lane-brained bills whose intent is not
crazy, whose intent is not lanme-brained, put it simply shows
that when you tryto do through |legislation that which may be
socially desirable, it's not as easy as it might seem gt fijrst
bl ush. And there are people on this floor who m ght say because
it is such a serious thing to have drugs sold to youngsters, to

have thementiced into selling or transportingdrugs is a
terrible thing, we have got to change the |aw to nmake that |aw
reflect how terrible we think it is. Yet when we change the
I aw, we don't change the law. That is what it comes down to, e
have not changedthe law. | yegret that Senator Pirsch withdrew
that amendment she had offered. ™ | talked too nuch. There was a
frog that wanted to fly. Well, | won't tell it. |t is an

Aesopi an Fable but | am probably close to the end of nmy time and
it wouldn't nake the point as solidly as | want to nmake it right

now. Butin anycase, every thing that Senator [Lowell Johnson
is trying to do with hi's amendment can be done right this
minute. If you take a Class Il felony which has of

; ! a . maxi mum
50 years and that is the name of the crime that exists in one of
these sections and you bpurmp it up to a Class IB felony, the
mexi numis 50 years. sSoyoubumpa ClassD to a IC and the

maximum is 50 years. ‘sowhat have we changed? Nothing. But
what can we go out and tell the pUbIIC? W are protecting our

children because now if somebody commits a crine, whereas they
could get 50 years, nowthey can get 50 years. \What | am doi ng
with the amendment that | amoffering is trying to bring some
rationality into this by taking away this Class IB felony \hich
says the maximumis life inmprisonment. Now |et's say there is a
black person who comits this dastardly crine in conjunction
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