March 28, 1990 LB 976

a ook at what you are doing. Because, and the reason for

is that you aredealing with, granted you are dealing W|th a
serious substance, you are talking about pgrijuana. You are
tal king about ,SOfT,Ethl Ng that is sold and is out there and we
have to deal with it day in and day out, put you are dealin

with it in such a small amount at this point that youware no?
probably dealing with somebody who is either selling or sonebody
who .is using..

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR HALL: ...it in an abusive nature. \wat you are dealing
with is somebody who actually happens to have in their
possession a marijuana cigarette. I think the best public
policy is to get theminto some kind of an education program,
fine themso It hurts, and at that level, let nme tell you, it is
30| ng to hurt. Even $100 hurts, $100 is a lot of noney. We
on't seemto think about that when we with b||||0n
dollars in terms of our budget, but $(188 fine is Iarge?l

Get theminto the programso they are educated, get ihem out

give theman opportunity to straighten up. wat you don't all ow
to happen if you adopt the Pirsch anendnent is you don't allow
those individuals an opportunity for education. vygoudon't allow
them a second chancr and | understand the argunents that say e
don't want pushers, we don't want drug dealers to proliferate
our schools. | totally agree with that.

PRESI DENT: Ti me. Senator Chanbers, please, followed by Senator
Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chai rman, and nenbers of the Legislature,

these are the kind of bills that | like and | amgoing to invite
Senator Pirsch's attention to page 4, the first part of the
amendment that has been divided, which would be in lines 1
through 4, where in line 3, we change the puni shment from a

Class Il A m sdemeanor to a Class IT misdenmeanor. am|correct
so fax? And in addition, wewould put in a mninmum of $300
fine. Okay, now Section 8 WI Il come into play because under
Section 8 anybody who violates the gection | am t al ki about
within a thousand feet of a school zone will be burrpe up into
the next higher category, is that correct? g5 that would take
it, if this amendnent is adopted, froma Class Il m sdemeanor to
a Class | msdemeanor, correct? Now, Senator Pirsch, would you
l ook at the penalty for a Class | nisdeneanor and you will see

that by committing this crime within a thousand feet of a
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