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streets today, and not only on our streets, but in our school

areas as well. | al so appreciate some of the stuff that is
taking place in Omaha that | 'have been privy to that §oes deal

with it on a very up front basis. M problemw th the anendnent

1S, and i f | Understand|t Correct|yl this is thefirst
amendment on page 1248 of the Journal, AM2843. This is

amendnent that deals with the issue of maki ng the posseSS| on o?
under an ounce of marijuana a ni sdeneanor. The problem with
that, | think the reason the change in |aw took place in 1977 is

when the Legislature dealt with it and took effect in 1978, |
that when you got under an ounce, ¢l early you were tal kj ng about
sonmeone who is basically in possession 0¥ a marijuana cigarette,
a joint . | don't knowif they still call it t hat. They did
back then when | was in school. But the issue is one that was
changed because the courts were bei ng clogged with ipese types
of cases that brought people into the system because they were
possessing less than an ounce, and this provision that all owed
for a citation to be issued,a fine of $100, a provision that
then required for these i ndi viduals to take a courSe of stud
go to a school for a m nimumof five hours, ten hours maxuru
and require that there be satisfactory corrpl etion of {pa put
into the record. But if they did not | ete that, then t hey
were cited again. They had to go through trﬁe whol e t hi ng again,
had to pay another fine. ou did was you put in place a
system t hat educated Kkids of tKe problem and | will read ri ght
fromthe statute, and you are going +to strike this provision
when you adopt this portion of Senator Pirsch's anmendnment. |;

says in Section 29-433, which is referenced in the bill, such
instruction shall include counseling on |eqal, medi cal

psychol ogi cal, and social effects of drug use and ago Such
course shall consistof a mininmmof five hours, paximum ten.

Upon conpl etion, blah, blah, blah, andit goeson to say that
satisfactory conpletion jg necessary within thirty days after

t he assignnent or you are goin

i nfraction. You are goi nggto bge gui | ty ofg anot r¥e0ff| r?nOtJ]oir
are going to have to go through the systemuntil you get it

right, until you accept it. What is happening is’is that with
the Pirsch anendnent, what you do is you, basically, you do
crimnalize it. You do put it up toy njisdeneanor. You allow

every individual who gets nailed with that m sdemeanor to have a
Lury trial. You clog the courts again. vou, basically, nmake a
eyday for the attorneys, | guess. |f that is what you want to
do, that is fine but that is exactly what will happen.

away with any reference or any provision to the issue of put‘ltl ng
these kids into an education programthat says, hey, |ook, take
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