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sanme regard. First of all, the age-old argunents opposed to
branch banking, we have passed on this f|oor this session
several bills which ought to have negated all of the arguments
against branch banking. W have, for all practical purposes,
statew de branching, virtually unlimted. We have made it
possible for a bank to purchase gng & L and/orbranch or
failing institution, they can do al nost anyt hi ng. What we
propose to do here is to allow, in certain’areas, gone |inited
expi nsi on of branch banking. The question then is why. | have
been told because these particular counties need this kind of
service. |I' || be very frank and honest with you, if | had my
choice I would just as soon it were statew de branching, or
adj acent county branching. | would Ijke very nuch for the bank
in Bellwod to be able to place a facility inh the Cty of Omaﬁa,
because very frankly it's a small bank, it's a bank which today
is servicing a large nunmber of customers and which nay
need...and does npeed additional capital. Ve have, in
David City, a branch of an Omaha bank, and we have a merger with
FirsTier. As | have said earlier, when | carried bills for the
past 15 or 16 yearsthat changed the structure of banking in
Nebraska, | was assured and reassured that agriculture and
i ndustry and i ndividuals would be taken care of. wel Jadies
and gentlenmen, one of the reasons why we changed the structure
of banking in Neéraska is because the traditional sources of
credit did not take care of those needs. | iust ent this
morning with Larry Bare and Norrie Reynol ds, témo gen%Perren with
whom Nr. Noore is very well acquainted, and discussed with them
some of the aspects of the NI FA program For all practical
Eurposes the NI FA programon housing is working well. In all
onesty, the program of jndustrial |oans is not working very
wel | . And, in all honesty, the rogram designed to assist
agriculture is not working at al Ip And it is not necessarily
because of the fault of the individuals who gre involved over
there, it is because of the fault of some of the restrictions
|l aced upon the law by this jnstitution, over i i
Back in Phe 19...m'dd?,e eighties. |t is a fact, ché’ubs’ee%ﬁc' ggﬁé
of the restrictions placed in the |aw by the Congress, \nhichis
an anti-agriculture Congress in nost respects. and|would just

like to say that the bill we have here today provides for
addi tional conpetition, provides for resources” for those three
counties, and eventually, | think, will...and I'm syre my
friend, Kurt Yost out there, is junping up and down and saying |
told you so, but eventually wll Provi de the basis as to why
there needs to be nore conpetition all across the ggate. An

onein the country can go into conpetition with ne, farning,
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