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The letter goes on to say, "Ak-Sar-Ben will be at stake and nore
and more the horse-racingindustry is in trouble. Ak-Sar-Ben
may sell the track, that's a guess, but if they close the track,

they could sell it as well." Andthen he says, "Please turn
over . Please, | amfrustrated and worry. | needed someone to
wite to you. Yours sincerely." Sowedo have people, even jp

Senator Chanbers' district, that works at the track that are
counti ng on that job and this young man gor old man has said
that's he onlytj | have. And, of course, if we would have
donewhatl askedfor a year or two ago and had built the
convention center for the City of Omha out at Ak-Sar-Ben, they
woul dn't be asking for a tax break because |I'msure there \ouid
have been enough money there to keep the track going. Ag
Senator Hall nentioned, there are shows that many, many people
t hroughout the state enjoyed at Ak-Sar-Ben. Because they lost
nmoney on the shows, they had to close down the gpowsand! know
that's very disa p0| nting to myself too because | enjoyed the
shows nore than | did the horse racing. Solurge you to vote
for the comm ttee amendments. And, Senator Chanbers, | am so
happy to say that the pickles, the bingo and the race track gre
now all running together. Thank you very much.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and nenbers of the body, | wi sh
we could go back a few years and | think most of us wish we
could go back a few years, go backto the. go back to the

eighties when horse racing was fl ourishing. isn' t
anynore. The hor se-raci ngousi ness has nore corrpetltlon We
have new tracks in Ninnesota and lowa. Another one is opening
in Kansas City and soyou ca see there js a |otnmore
conpetition and al so conpetition fromthe lottery in J|owa and
other forms of (];anbllng But I want to get off of the
Ak-Sar-Ben deal a ittle bit and talk about the other race

tracks, the smaller tracks like in Gand Island and Col umbus and
in Dakota County, and | think there's one more, gndin Lincoln

here too. | guess we considerLincoln 5 smaller track than
Ak-Sar-Ben. But these race tracks do a |lot of goodfor t he
community that they' re located in. | kn nort heast

Nebraska we have theAtokad race track and thgy have al | ki nds
of different events, KOf them and nost of themare related
to agriculture. Andt i is what | like to see because during
these agriculture events they have to have gone |ar | ace t o

have them where there's plenty of parking and a?so ivestock
facilities. And so they do a | ot of good. Theydo a lot of
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