
March 27, 1990 LB 1055

The letter goes on to say, "Ak-Sar-Ben will be at stake and more
and more the horse-racing industry is in trouble. Ak-Sar-Ben
may sell the track, that's a guess, but if they close the track,
they could sell it as well." A nd then he s a y s , "Please turn
over. Ple ase, I am frustrated and worry. I needed someone to
write to you. Yours sincerely." So we do have people, even in
Senator Chambers' district, that works at the track that are
counting on that job and this young man or ol d ma n has sai d
t hat' s t he only job I have. And, of course, if we would have
d one what I a s ked fo r a y e a r or two ago and had built the
convention center for the City of Omaha out at Ak-Sar-Ben, they
wouldn't be asking for a tax break because I'm sure there would
have b ee n en ough money there to keep the track going. As
Senator Hall mentioned, there are shows that many, many people
throughout the state enjoyed at Ak-Sar-Ben. B ecause they l o s t
money on the shows, they had to close down the s hows and I kno w
t hat ' s very disappointing to myself too because I enjoyed the
shows more than I did the horse racing. So I u rge yo u t o vot e
for the committee amendments. And, Senator Chambers, I am so
happy to say that the pickles, the bingo and the race track are
now all running together. Thank you very much.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Hefner .

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and members of the body, I wish
we could go back a few years and I think m ost of us wish w e
could go bac k a f ew y e a r s , go ba c k t o t he . . .go back t o t he
eighties when horse racing was flourishing. But it i sn' t
anymore. The hor se-racing business has more competition. We
have new tracks in Ninnesota and Iowa. A nother one i s openi n g
i n K a nsas C i ty and so you c an see ther e is a lot more
competition and also competition from the lottery i n I o w a and
other forms of gambling. But I want to get off of the
Ak-Sar-Ben deal a l i t t l e bi t and talk about the other race
tracks, the smaller tracks like in Grand Island and Columbus and
in Dakota County, and I think there's one more, and in L i ncoln
here too. I guess we consider Lincoln a smaller track than
Ak-Sar-Ben. But these race tracks do a lot of good for the
community that they' re located in. I know up in n ortheast
Nebraska we have the Atokad race track and they have all kinds
of different events, many of them, and most of them are relat ed
to agriculture. And this is what I like to see because during
these agriculture events they have to have some large place to
have them, where there's plenty of parking and also livestock
facilities. And so they do a lot of good. They do a l ot of
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